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Our ref.:  OBS/WIS/WIS Centre/GISC GENEVA, 10 February 2012

Annex: 1 (available in English only)

Subject: Making the WMO Information System Operational

Action required:  To respond to the first two actions by 29 February 2012

Dear Sir/Madam,

Following Resolution 51 of the Sixteenth World Meteorological Congress (Designation
of Centres of the WMO Information System), the implementation of the first three operational
GISCs by China, Germany and Japan and the completion of the Improved Main
Telecommunication Network (IMTN) initiative, | am pleased to advise that the WMO Information
System (WIS) is now operational. The operationalization of WIS reflects the success of one activity
toward achieving Expected Result 5 of the fifteenth financial period and | thank all those Members
whose contribution made this possible. Sixteenth Congress has now set the full implementation of
WIS, under Expected Result 4 for the sixteenth financial period, as a priority area of activity
necessary to support other priority initiatives of WMO.

To ensure that all Members are able to benefit from WIS being operational, in addition
to acting on your own implementation strategies on WIS, | would request that you to take the
following actions as a matter of urgency:

(1) Nomination of Principal GISCs. Each WIS centre has to be associated with one
Principal GISC. A preliminary list of associations is given in the Annex to this letter.
Please review this list, which was generated from the current Global
Telecommunications System topology, and inform the Secretariat to which GISC the
centres within your country, territories or international organization should be
associated;

(2) Identification of WIS Focal Point. As more WIS centres become operational, there will
be many issues that will need to be resolved. Please provide the Secretariat with the
contact details of a focal point for WIS/GTS related matters;

To: Permanent Representatives (or Directors of Meteorological or Hydrometeorological Services)
of Members of WMO (PR-6619)
Director-General of EUMETSAT
Director of ECMWF

cc: Presidents of regional associations )
Presidents of technical commissions ) (for information)
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(3) Registration with a GISC for management of WIS discovery metadata. GISCs hold a
catalogue of WIS discovery metadata. Unless you have already done so, you will need
to register with your Principal GISC in order to provide and actively manage your
metadata. Once registered, a priority will be to check and improve the automatically
generated metadata for the data, products or services available from your country,
territories or international organization. Links to operational GISCs available to view,
create and edit metadata can be found at http://www.wmo.int/giscs. Presently, two
GISCs, Beijing and Tokyo, are providing interim metadata management services for
those centres whose Principal GISC is not yet operational. More information on how to
register with your GISC or an interim metadata management service is available from
the relevant GISC.

Please provide your responses to the first two actions to the responsible officer for this
activity, Mr Peiliang Shi, Director, WMO Information System Branch (PShi@wmo.int or
Fax No. +41-22-730-8021) by 29 February 2012. Background on WIS can be found at
http://www.wmo.int/wis. For further information or assistance, please contact Mr Shi or
Mr David Thomas, Chief, Information and Telecommunication System Division
(DThomas@wmao.int).

Yours faithfully,

cretary-General



WORLD METEOROLOGICAL ORGANIZATION

OBS/WIS/WIS Centre/GISC, ANNEX

LIST OF WIS CENTRES BY COUNTRY, TERRITORY OR INTERNATIONAL
ORGANIZATION, THEIR FUNCTION AND THEIR PRINCIPAL GISC

Country / Territory / 10

Afghanistan
Albania

Algeria

Angola
Antigua and Barbuda

Argentina

Armenia

Australia

Austria
Azerbaijan
Bahamas
Bahrain
Bangladesh
Barbados
Belarus
Belgium

Belize

Type

NC
NC

DCPC
NC

DCPC
DCPC
DCPC
DCPC
DCPC
NC
NC
DCPC
DCPC
DCPC
DCPC
DCPC
NC
NC
NC
NC
NC

NC

NC
NC
NC
NC

NC

GTS function

NMC
NMC

RTH / RSMC-Geographical
NMC

NMC

NMC
RSMC-Geographical
RIC

RTH

VAAC

Regional Ozone Centre
NMC

NMC

TWS

IPS

NCC
RSMC-Geographical (Darwin)
RTH

NHS

NMC

WSO (Christmas Island)
NMC

NMC

NMC

NMC

NMC

NMC

NMC

NMC

NMC

Principal GISC

Tehran
Offenbach

Casablanca
Casablanca

Pretoria
Washington
Brasilia
Brasilia
Brasilia
Brasilia
Brasilia
Brasilia
Moscow
Melbourne
Melbourne
Melbourne
Melbourne
Melbourne
Melbourne
Melbourne
Melbourne
Offenbach
Moscow
Washington
Jeddah
New Delhi
Washington
Moscow

Toulouse

Washington
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Country / Territory / 10

Benin

Bhutan

Bolivia, Plurinational State of
Bosnia and Herzegovina
Botswana

Brazil

British Caribbean Territories

Brunei Darussalam

Bulgaria

Burkina Faso
Burundi
Cambodia
Cameroon

Canada

Cape Verde

Central African Republic
Chad

Chile

China

Colombia

NC

NC

DCPC
NC

NC
NC
NC
NC
NC

DCPC
NC

NC

NC

NC

NC

DCPC

NC

NC

DCPC
DCPC
DCPC
DCPC
DCPC
NC

NC

GTS function

NMC
NMC
NMC
NMC
NMC

RTH
NMC

WSO (Turks and Caicos Islands)

WSO (Cayman Islands)
WSO (Montserrat)
NMC

NMC

RTH
NMC

NMC
NMC
NMC
NMC

RSMC-Activity-ATM
NMC

NMC

NMC

NMC

NMC

RTH
RSMC-Activity-ATM
RSMC-Geographical
NCC

NSMC

NMC

NMC

Principal GISC

Casablanca
New Delhi
Brasilia
Oftenbach
Pretoria

Brasilia
Brasilia

Washington
Washington
Washington
Washington

Melbourne

Oftenbach
Oftenbach

Casablanca
Pretoria
Tokyo
Casablanca

Washington
Washington

Casablanca
Casablanca
Casablanca
Brasilia
Beijing
Beijing
Beijing
Beijing
Beijing
Beijing
Brasilia
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Country / Territory /10 Type

Comoros

NC
Congo

NC
Cook Islands

NC
Costa Rica

NC
Cote d'Ivoire

NC
Croatia

DCPC

NC
Cuba

NC
Cyprus

NC
Czech Republic

DCPC

NC
Democratic People's Republic of Korea

NC
Democratic Republic Of The Congo

NC
Denmark

NC

NC
Djibouti

NC
Dominica

NC
Dominican Republic

NC
ECMWF

DCPC
Ecuador

NC
Egypt

DCPC

DCPC

DCPC

DCPC

DCPC

DCPC

NC
El Salvador

NC
Equatorial Guinea

NC

Eritrea

GTS function

NMC
NMC
NMC
NMC
NMC

Marine Meteorology Centre
NMC

NMC
NMC

RTH
NMC

NMC
NMC

NMC
WSO (Greenland)

NMC

NMC

NMC
RSMC-Medium-Range-Forecasting (ECMWF)
NMC

RTH

Regional Ozone Centre
RIC

RRC
RSMC-Geographical
RTC

NMC

NMC

NMC

Principal GISC

Pretoria
Casablanca
Melbourne
Washington
Casablanca

Oftenbach
Oftenbach

Washington
Oftenbach

Oftenbach
Oftenbach

Beijing
Casablanca

Exeter
Exeter

Pretoria
Washington
Washington
Exeter
Brasilia
Pretoria
Pretoria
Pretoria
Pretoria
Pretoria
Pretoria
Pretoria

Washington

Casablanca
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Country / Territory / 10

Estonia
Ethiopia
EUMETSAT

Fiji

Finland

France

French Polynesia
Gabon

Gambia

Georgia

Germany

Ghana

Type

NC
NC
NC
DCPC

DCPC
NC

DCPC
NC

DCPC
DCPC
DCPC
DCPC
DCPC
DCPC
DCPC
DCPC
NC

NC
NC
NC
NC
NC
NC
NC

NC

NC
NC

DCPC
DCPC
DCPC
DCPC
DCPC
DCPC
DCPC
DCPC
DCPC
DCPC
NC

NC

GTS function

NMC
NMC
NMC
Satellite Centre (EUMETSAT)

RSMC-Activity-TC
NMC

Arctic Data Centre
NMC

RSMC-Activity-TC (La Reunion)
RSMC-Activity-ATM

Regional NWP support

RCC

RTH

Radar Data Centre (ODC)

VAAC

GPC/LRF

NMC

WSO (French Guiana)

WSO (Guadeloupe, St. Martin, St. Barthelemy)
WSO (Kerguelen Islands)

WSO (Martinique)

WSO (Reunion)

WSO (St. Pierre And Miquelon)
WSO (Wallis and Futuna)

WSO (Clipperton)

NMC
NMC
NMC
NMC

WRMC

GCC

GRDC
GRUAN-LC
RCC (Europe)
RSMC-Geographical
RTH

wWDCC
WDC-RSAT
GPCC

NMC

NMC

Principal GISC

Pretoria
Oftenbach
Pretoria
Oftenbach

Melbourne
Melbourne

Offenbach
Oftenbach

Toulouse
Toulouse
Toulouse
Toulouse
Toulouse
Toulouse
Toulouse
Toulouse
Toulouse
Toulouse
Toulouse
Toulouse
Toulouse
Toulouse
Toulouse
Toulouse
Toulouse

Melbourne
Casablanca
Casablanca
Moscow

Offenbach
Oftenbach
Offenbach
Oftenbach
Oftfenbach
Offenbach
Offenbach
Oftenbach
Oftfenbach
Oftenbach
Oftfenbach

Casablanca
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Country / Territory / 10

Greece
Guatemala
Guinea
Guinea Bissau
Guyana

Haiti
Honduras

Hong Kong, China

Hungary
Iceland

India

Indonesia

Iran, Islamic Republic of

Iraq
Ireland
Israel

Italy

Jamaica

Japan

Type

NC

NC

NC

NC

NC

NC

DCPC
NC

NC

NC

DCPC
DCPC
NC

NC

DCPC
NC

NC

NC

NC

DCPC
DCPC
NC

NC

DCPC
DCPC
DCPC
DCPC
DCPC
DCPC
DCPC
DCPC

GTS function

NMC
NMC
NMC
NMC
NMC
NMC
NMC

WWIS
WSO

NMC
NMC

RSMC-Activity-TC
RTH
NMC

NMC

RTH
NMC

NMC
NMC
NMC

RTH
RSMC-Geographical
NMC

NMC

Satellite Centre

RTH
RSMC-Geographical
RSMC-Activity-TC
RSMC-Activity-ATM
RCC

GPC/LRF
WDC-GHG

Principal GISC

Offenbach
Washington
Casablanca
Casablanca
Brasilia
Washington
Washington

Beijing
Beijing

Oftenbach
Exeter

New Delhi
New Delhi
New Delhi

Melbourne

Tehran
Tehran

Tehran
Exeter
Oftenbach

Oftfenbach
Oftfenbach
Oftenbach

Washington

Tokyo
Tokyo
Tokyo
Tokyo
Tokyo
Tokyo
Tokyo
Tokyo
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Country / Territory / 10

Jordan
Kazakhstan

Kenya

Kiribati

Kuwait

Kyrgyzstan

Type

NC
NC
NC
DCPC
DCPC
DCPC
NC

NC
NC

NC

NC

Lao People's Democratic Republic

Latvia
Lebanon
Lesotho
Liberia
Libya
Lithuania
Luxembourg
Macao, China
Madagascar
Malawi
Malaysia
Maldives
Mali

Malta
Mauritania
Mauritius

Mexico

NC

NC

NC

NC

NC

NC

NC

GTS function Principal GISC
NMC Tokyo
NMC Oftenbach
NMC Moscow
RIC Pretoria
RTH Pretoria
RSMC-Geographical Pretoria
NMC Pretoria
NMC (Phoenix Islands) Melbourne
NMC Melbourne
NMC Jeddah
NMC Moscow
NMC Tokyo
NMC Offenbach
NMC Offenbach
NMC Pretoria
NMC Casablanca
NMC Casablanca
NMC Offenbach
N/A Toulouse
NMC Beijing
NMC Casablanca
NMC Pretoria
NMC Melbourne
NMC New Delhi
NMC Casablanca
NMC Offenbach
NMC Casablanca
NMC Pretoria

Page 6 of 11



Country / Territory / 10

Micronesia, Federated States of

Monaco
Mongolia
Montenegro
Morocco
Mozambique
Myanmar
Namibia
Nepal

Netherlands

New Caledonia

New Zealand

Nicaragua

Niger

Nigeria
Niue

Norway

Oman
Pakistan

Panama

Type

NC
NC
NC
NC
NC
NC
NC
NC
NC
NC
DCPC
DCPC
NC
NC
NC
DCPC
DCPC
NC
NC
NC
DCPC
DCPC
NC
NC
NC
DCPC
DCPC
NC
NC

NC

GTS function

NMC
N/A

NMC
NMC
NMC
NMC
NMC
NMC
NMC
NMC

Satellite Centre
RCC

WSO (Netherlands Antilles and Aruba)

NMC

NMC

RTH

RSMC-Geographical

NMC
NMC (Tokelau)

NMC

RTH
AGRHYMET
NMC

NMC

NMC

Arctic Data Centre
NILU

NMC

NMC

NMC

NMC

Principal GISC

Washington

Melbourne

Toulouse

Beijing

Oftenbach

Casablanca

Pretoria

New Delhi

Pretoria

New Delhi

Exeter
Exeter
Exeter
Exeter

Melbourne

Melbourne
Melbourne
Melbourne
Melbourne

Washington

Casablanca
Casablanca
Casablanca

Casablanca

Melbourne

Offenbach
Oftenbach
Offenbach

Jeddah

Tehran

Washington
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Country / Territory / 10

Papua New Guinea
Paraguay

Peru

Philippines

Poland

Portugal

Qatar

Republic of Korea

Republic of Moldova
Romania

Russian Federation

Rwanda

Saint Kitts and Nevis
Saint Lucia

Samoa

Sao Tome and Principe

Saudi Arabia

Senegal

Type

NC
NC
NC
NC
NC

NC
NC

NC

DCPC
DCPC
DCPC
NC

NC
NC

DCPC
DCPC
DCPC
DCPC
DCPC
DCPC
DCPC
DCPC
DCPC
NC

NC
NC
NC
NC
NC
DCPC
DCPC

DCPC
NC

GTS function

NMC
NMC
NMC
NMC
NMC

NMC (Madeira)
NMC

NMC

WAMIS

NMSC

GPC / LC-LRFMME
NMC

NMC
NMC

RSMC-Activity-ATM (Obninsk)

WDC (ICE) (St. Petersburg)
RTH/RSMC-Geographical (Novosibirsk)
RTH/RSMC-Geographical (Khabarovsk)
RSMC-Geographical (Moscow)
RNODC and GDC (Obninsk)

RCC (Moscow)

GDC (Solar Radiation) (St. Petersburg)
RTH (Moscow)

NMC

NMC
NMC
NMC
NMC
NMC
RDMEC (Drought)
RTH

RSMC-Geographical (Jeddah)
NMC

Principal GISC

Melbourne
Brasilia
Brasilia
Melbourne
Offenbach

Toulouse
Toulouse

Jeddah

Seoul
Seoul
Seoul
Seoul

Offenbach
Offenbach

Moscow
Moscow
Moscow
Moscow
Moscow
Moscow
Moscow
Moscow
Moscow
Moscow

Pretoria
Washington
Washington
Melbourne
Casablanca
Jeddah
Jeddah

Jeddah
Jeddah
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Country / Territory / 10 Type GTS function Principal GISC

DCPC Aviation Centre Casablanca

DCPC RSMC-Geographical Casablanca

DCPC RTH Casablanca

NC NMC Casablanca
Serbia

DCPC RCC Oftenbach

NC NMC Oftenbach
Seychelles

NC NMC Pretoria
Sierra Leone

NC NMC Casablanca
Singapore

NC NMC Melbourne
Slovakia

NC NMC Offenbach
Slovenia

NC NMC Offenbach
Solomon Islands

NC NMC Melbourne
Somalia

NC NMC Pretoria
South Africa

DCPC RTH Pretoria

NC NMC Pretoria
Spain

DCPC MEDARE Toulouse

NC NMC Toulouse

NC NMC (Canary Islands) Casablanca
Sri Lanka

NC NMC New Delhi
Sudan

NC NMC Pretoria
Suriname

NC NMC Brasilia
Swaziland

NC NMC Pretoria
Sweden

DCPC ADC-IPY Oftfenbach

DCPC Nordic Radar Offenbach

DCPC RTH Oftenbach

NC NMC Oftenbach
Switzerland

NC NMC Oftenbach
Syrian Arab Republic

NC NMC Oftenbach
Tajikistan

NC NMC Moscow
Thailand

DCPC RTH Tokyo

NC NMC Tokyo

The Former Yugoslav Republic Of Macedonia
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Country / Territory /10 Type GTS function Principal GISC

NC NMC Ofttenbach
Timor-Leste

NC NMC Melbourne
Togo

NC NMC Casablanca
Tonga

NC NMC Melbourne
Trinidad and Tobago

NC NMC Washington
Tunisia

NC NMC Casablanca
Turkey

NC NMC Offenbach
Turkmenistan

NC NMC Moscow
Tuvalu

NC NMC Melbourne
Uganda

NC NMC Pretoria
Ukraine

NC NMC Moscow
United Arab Emirates

NC NMC Jeddah
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern [reland

DCPC Marine Observations Centre Exeter

DCPC GCOS Lead Centre tor Antarctica (BAS) Exeter

DCPC GPC/LRF Exeter

DCPC RSMC-Activity-ATM Exeter

DCPC Specialised Ocean/Wave Centre Exeter

DCPC RSMC-Geographical Exeter

DCPC RTH Exeter

DCPC VAAC Exeter

DCPC WAFC Exeter

NC NMC Exeter

NC WSO (St. Helena Island) Exeter

NC WSO (Pitcairn Islands) Exeter

NC WSO (Ascension Island) Exeter

NC WSO (Bermuda) Exeter

NC WSO (Gibraltar) Exeter

NC NMC (Diego Garcia) Exeter
United Republic of Tanzania

NC NMC Pretoria
United States of America

DCPC WAFC Washington

DCPC GOSsIC Washington

DCPC GPC/LC-LRFMME Washington

DCPC NCAR Washington

DCPC NGDC Washington

DCPC NODC Washington

DCPC RMSC-Geographical / NESDIS Washington

DCPC RSMC-Activity-ATM Washington

DCPC RSMC-Activity-TC (Honolulu) Washington

Page 10 of 11



Country / Territory /10 Type

DCPC

DCPC

NC

NC

NC
Uruguay

NC
Uzbekistan

DCPC

NC
Vanuatu

NC
Venezuela, Bolivarian Republic of

NC
Viet Nam

NC
Yemen

NC
Zambia

NC
Zimbabwe

NC

GTS function

RTH

RSMC-Activity-TC (Miami)
NMC

NMC (Line I[slands)

NMC (Puerto Rico)

NMC

RTH
NMC

NMC
NMC
NMC
NMC
NMC

NMC

Principal GISC

Washington
Washington
Washington
Washington
Washington

Brasilia

Moscow
Moscow

Melbourne
Brasilia
Beijing
Jeddah
Pretoria

Pretoria
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