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Asunto: Contribucion de la OMM a la Conferencia de las Naciones Unidas para Apoyar la
Consecucioén del Objetivo de Desarrollo Sostenible 14 (Nueva York, 5 a 9 de junio
de 2017)

Finalidad: Apoyar las prioridades de la OMM relativas al medio marino en la Conferencia a
través de las delegaciones nacionales

Estimado sefior/Estimada sefiora:

Por la presente, quisiera informarle de que la Conferencia de Alto Nivel de las
Naciones Unidas para Apoyar la Consecucion del Objetivo de Desarrollo Sostenible 14:
"Conservar y Utilizar Sosteniblemente los Océanos, los Mares y los Recursos Marinos para el
Desarrollo Sostenible", tendra lugar en la Sede de las Naciones Unidas en Nueva York, del 5 al
9 de junio de 2017, y sera organizada conjuntamente por los Gobiernos de Fiji y Suecia
(https://oceanconference.un.org/).

La Conferencia tiene por objeto ser un importante foro para el debate, con el fin de
promover el desarrollo sostenible y revertir el deterioro de la salud de nuestros océanos, de
los cuales dependen los pueblos, el planeta y nuestra prosperidad. La Conferencia se centrara
en buscar soluciones que cuenten con la plena participacion de la comunidad internacional
para abordar cuestiones fundamentales en relacién con los siguientes puntos:

) la contaminacion marina,

. los ecosistemas marinos y costeros,

) la acidificacion oceanica,

. la pesca,

o los pequefios Estados insulares en desarrollo (PEID),

. la ciencia, la investigacion y la creacidon de capacidad, y
. el derecho maritimo.

A los Representantes Permanentes (o Directores de los Servicios Meteoroldgicos o
Hidrometeoroldgicos) de los Miembros de la OMM

copias: Misiones Permanentes ante las Naciones Unidas en Ginebra (para informacién)


https://oceanconference.un.org/
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Los principales resultados previstos de la Conferencia consistiran en velar por la
utilizacion sostenible de los océanos, costas e islas mediante la adopcion de:

o una declaraciéon consensuada entre los gobiernos, el "Llamamiento a la
accion"; y
. de una serie de compromisos adquiridos voluntariamente por los paises, las

Naciones Unidas, las organizaciones internacionales y la sociedad civil.

La Conferencia brindard una excelente oportunidad para que la comunidad de la
Organizacion Meteoroldgica Mundial (OMM) demuestre la contribucion de los Servicios
Meteoroldgicos e Hidrolégicos Nacionales y de los organismos afines al desarrollo sostenible, la
economia azul y la seguridad de las personas en el mar y en las zonas costeras vulnerables a
los peligros marinos.

Asistiré personalmente a esta Conferencia y trabajaré con los Miembros y con otras
organizaciones internacionales para adoptar medidas conjuntas que respondan al
"Llamamiento a la accidon". Participaremos en varios eventos y debates paralelos que
abordaran, especialmente, los efectos de los fenémenos meteorolégicos y climaticos extremos
en el mar y en las costas, en particular en zonas sensibles tales como las regiones polares, los
pequefios Estados insulares en desarrollo y los paises con poblaciones costeras vulnerables.
Aprovecharemos ademas la oportunidad que brinda esta Conferencia para promover las
mejores practicas y experiencias de los Miembros en materia de alertas tempranas, y
especialmente, para compartir la informacion relacionada con El Nifio en beneficio del
desarrollo social y econdémico de los Miembros y para la reduccion de riesgos de desastre.

Para tal fin, la Secretaria ha preparado una serie de declaraciones (adjuntas a la
presente) como contribucion al “Llamamiento a la accion” y a los documentos conceptuales
que serviran de base a la Conferencia, centrdndose en los servicios, observaciones e
investigaciones maritimas.

Le insto, por consiguiente, a que se ponga en contacto con la delegacion de su pais
ante esta Conferencia y que se asegure de que las declaraciones e intervenciones de su pais
reflejen tanto estos mensajes como sus prioridades.

Asimismo, en el marco de la 692 reunion del Consejo Ejecutivo (10 a 17 de mayo)
tendra lugar un evento paralelo que proporcionard mas informacion al respecto y brindara otra
oportunidad para discutir sobre las prioridades que desearia que la OMM definiera vy
promoviera.

Le agradezco su atencion y su apoyo a los esfuerzos de la OMM en relacién con el
medio marino.

Le saluda atentamente.

L smmemanee Ty

\m
Secretario General
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CONTRIBUTION BY THE WORLD METEOROLOGICAL ORGANIZATION TO THE CONCEPT PAPERS FOR THE
PARTNERSHIP DIALOGUES OF THE OCEAN CONFERENCE 2017 TO IMPLEMENT SDG 14

Background: the ocean, the atmosphere and the role of the World Meteorological Organization

Covering some 70 per cent of the Earth’s surface and storing over 90 per cent of the extra heat generated
by humanity’s carbon emissions, the ocean is a major driver of the world’s weather and climate. The ocean
is also a major driver of the global economy, carrying more than 90 per cent of world trade and sustaining
the 40 per cent of humanity that lives within 100 km of the coast. Recognizing this, national weather
agencies and researchers under the umbrella of the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) regularly
monitor the ocean and model how it interacts with the atmosphere and cryosphere. These efforts support
the delivery of disaster risk reduction and marine services for coastal management and safety at sea,
particularly in areas with vulnerable coastal communities. They also improve our understanding of the
physical processes that affect ecosystems and conservation efforts. Today, the growing impacts of climate
change are making oceanic and atmospheric observations, research and services more critical than ever
before, especially in regions particularly affected by climate change impacts, such as Small Island
Developing States and the Arctic.

Key concepts recommended for insertion in paragraph (I) of the zero draft of 9 March 2017

Recognising both the key role of the oceans in our climate system as well as the detrimental effects of
increased CO2 and other greenhouse gas levels in the atmosphere on oceanic systems — such as ocean
warming, decline of sea ice, sea level rise, ocean acidification, increased storminess, high waves, coastal
erosion and coral reef bleaching — and associated socioeconomic impacts, develop effective adaptation and
mitigation measures and ensure the implementation of the relevant obligations and commitments.

Specific contributions to the concept papers for the partnership dialogues

1. Addressing marine pollution
Status and trends

The atmosphere is the most important pathway for natural and anthropogenic chemicals to enter the
global environment. When nutrients that limit primary production in large areas of the ocean (namely
nitrogen, iron, and phosphorous) enter sea water, they have a fertilizing effect that influences marine
biological productivity and biogeochemistry as well as the carbon cycle. While anthropogenic reactive
nitrogen entering the ocean via rivers is important in coastal areas, atmospheric deposition is the

primary mechanism by which this land-based nitrogen reaches the open ocean. Although most of the
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atmospheric nitrogen is inorganic (nitrate, ammonia), it is estimated that about 20-25% of the total that
is deposited is organic nitrogen. Anthropogenic inputs of nitrogen also lead to an increase in overall
ocean CO, uptake. The resulting reduction in climate change forcing is offset to a small extent by an
increase in ocean emissions of N,O (a powerful greenhouse gas). In the case of iron and phosphorous,
much of what is input to the ocean originates from atmospheric mineral particles such as desert dust
and volcanic ash.

Challenges and opportunities

In order to better characterize the magnitude of the atmospheric input of these substances into the
ocean, the following actions are needed.

e Chemical pollutants and sand and dust originating from land-based sources need to be more
comprehensively monitored and their interaction with the ocean and marine life more fully
studied.

e Expanded observations of the atmospheric deposition of nutrients (including organic
nitrogen and ammonia, organic and inorganic phosphorous) and aerosol composition and
concentrations to coastal and open ocean sites in order to properly characterize the
magnitude of continental outflow and input into the oceans as well as the biogeochemical
cycling of these nutrients.

e Forecast models should be improved to complement observations and contribute to the
understanding of the transport and deposition of mineral dust to the oceans

2. Managing, protecting, conserving and restoring marine and coastal ecosystems

Status and trends

The Arctic is the site of dramatic and unprecedented warming. This regional warming contributes to sea
level rise, affects weather patterns around the world and threatens to trigger further changes in the
global climate system. The rate of change is challenging the current scientific capacity to monitor and
predict what is becoming a journey into uncharted territory. While global temperatures continue to
rise, with 2016 confirmed as the warmest year on record (more than 1° C above pre-industrial levels),
the Arctic as a whole is warming at least twice as fast as the world average, and in places even faster.
The unprecedented warming and loss of sea ice are already affecting Arctic marine ecosystems,
including fisheries.

Challenges and opportunities

Shipping activity has expanded, and regular journeys through the Arctic are a real possibility by the
middle of the century. The expected increase in traffic and activity comes with its own share of risks.
Ice-laden polar seas are challenging and dangerous to navigate, whilst any oil spills could be
catastrophic. Ocean acidification (which is more pronounced in polar oceans) is also predicted to have a
detrimental effect. The Arctic and Antarctic are the world’s most poorly observed regions, even though
they are sometimes on the doorstep of densely populated areas. Moreover our weather and climate
models and forecasting systems are not designed to simulate the extraordinary environmental
conditions prevailing at the poles.
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Existing partnerships

o Year of Polar Prediction: The World Meteorological Organization, in partnership with global
partners, has launched the Year of Polar Prediction (2017-2019) to bring scientists together from
around the world to accelerate and coordinate international cooperation and research, enhance
observations and boost collective knowledge. The science and technology improvements,
developed under the Year of Polar Prediction umbrella, will be the foundation of the future
observational network and predictive systems in Polar Regions. To address these challenges:

e Coordinated and adequately funded observation networks are crucial, particularly in data-
sparse regions such as the polar oceans, to improve understanding and predictions of
weather, climate and ocean conditions.

e Weather and climate forecasting and warnings services based on marine meteorological data
should be strengthened in polar regions to ensure the safety of ships and lives at sea and to
optimize navigation routes including reducing environmental risks.

http://www.polarprediction.net/yopp/

https://oceanconference.un.org/commitments/?id=14082

e Assessing the state of marine geoengineering: a comprehensive assessment of the state of
knowledge, science capacity and understanding of information gaps in marine geoengineering
and identification of appropriate research to address these gaps (GESAMP WG 41, WMO, IMO,
I0C/UNESCO, IPCC, WCRP and other relevant international, academic and science bodies).

3. Minimizing and addressing ocean acidification
Status and trends

The ocean currently absorbs one fourth of anthropogenic CO, emissions. Enhanced CO, uptake affects
seawater acidity. The current rate of ocean acidification appears unprecedented at least over the last
300 million years, and projections show it will continue to accelerate at least until mid-century. Globally
averaged surface CO, reached new highs in 2015 at 400.0+0.1 ppm. This value constitutes 144% of pre-
industrial (before 1750) levels. The increase of CO, from 2014 to 2015 was larger than that observed
from 2013 to 2014 and of the average annual increase over the past 10 years. The El Nifio event in 2015
contributed to the increased growth rate through complex two-way interactions between climate
change and the carbon cycle.

The extra heat that oceans absorb due to increased atmospheric levels of greenhouse gases also
directly affects ecosystems. Fisheries are starting to shift away from the equator and towards the poles,
while many coral reefs are experiencing major bleaching events. Further damage to reefs and other life
forms is caused by chemical pollutants and sand and dust that enter the ocean from the atmosphere.

Challenges and opportunities

The enormous amount of energy contained in the upper ocean creates the world’s most powerful and
destructive storms, known variously as cyclones, typhoons and hurricanes. Climate change is expected
to influence the frequency and intensity of these events, and it is clearly undermining the resilience of
natural barriers such as coral reefs, barrier islands, mangroves and wetlands. More storms and weaker
defenses increase the vulnerability of coastal communities and assets to the impacts of marine
weather.


http://www.polarprediction.net/yopp/
https://oceanconference.un.org/commitments/?id=14082
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e CO, observations from long-term stations, together with surface and interior ocean

measurements from ships, need to be sustained and extended.

e Better information on trends in ocean heat content, measured both vertically from the surface to

deep-sea waters and horizontally from the poles to the equator, is needed to inform policy-
making on climate adaptation and resilience, fisheries, coastal management and related issues.

Existing partnerships

e Integrated Greenhouse Gases Information System (IG3IS): an independent information system to
help countries to improve the quality and confidence in national GHG emission inventories. This
will be achieved by joining atmospheric observations and inverse modeling techniques — the
“top-down” — with spatially and temporally explicit emission inventory data — the “bottom-up".
The combination of these data sources will better inform emission reduction policies and
measures.

http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/arep/gaw/ghg/IG31S-info.html

Possible areas for new partnerships
Building on existing efforts, the following new partnerships could be promoted.

e The United Nations system can assist States to strengthen the resilience of coastal communities
that are vulnerable to tropical cyclones, associated storm surges and other extreme events and
support their climate change adaptation strategies, including through multi-hazard impact-based
forecast and warning services (WMO, IOC/UNESCO, UNISDR).

e The United Nations and its Specialized Agencies should enhance the assistance they provide to
States for improving the observation, coastal bathymetric data, modelling and forecasting of
extreme weather events and the development of multi-hazard early warning systems and risk
management strategies (WMO, I0OC/UNESCO, IMO, IHO, UNISDR).

Increasing economic benefits to SIDS and LDCs and providing access for small-scale artisanal
fishers to marine resources and markets

Status and trends

Small island developing States are particularly vulnerable to climate impacts such as sea-level rise,
droughts, floods, coastal surges, and typhoons (also known as hurricanes and cyclones). Climate
impacts are also affecting marine ecosystems that provide natural defenses against marine hazards and
marine living resources; this in turn affects important economic sectors such as tourism and fisheries.
Partnerships that address in a more integrated way the resilience of small island developing States to
climate change and integrated ecosystem management can facilitate addressing these challenges in
contexts where technical resources may be limited due to isolation and small population bases.

Existing partnerships

e Global Framework for Climate Services for SIDS (GFCS-SIDS): Small island developing States and
their partners collaborate on investing in and developing stronger weather and climate services
for reducing disaster risk, strengthening climate resilience and adaptation and supporting



http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/arep/gaw/ghg/IG3IS-info.html
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sustainable development (WMO, WFP, FAO, UNDP, WHO, WB, UNESCO, IFRC, UNISDR, IUCN,
ACS, CMO, CIMH, CDEMA, CCCCC and other partners).

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/partnership/?p=7339

e International Network for Multi-Hazard Early Warning Systems (IN-MHEWS): Multi-hazard
warning systems should be strengthened or introduced in Small Island Developing States to
protect life and property from coastal hazards in the most efficient and effective manner possible
(for example, coastal inundation forecasting and early warning and safety of fishing boats)
(WMO, WHO, UNDP, IOC/UNESCO, UNESCAP, UNISDR, UNOOSA/UN-SPIDER, IFRC, ITU, GFZ, and
Glz).

http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/drr/documents/IN-MHEWS/2016.06.07%20-%20IN-
MHEWS%20Concept%20Paper clean.docx

Possible areas for new partnerships
Building on existing efforts, the following new partnerships could be promoted.

e Strategic Information and Warnings to the UN System: The United Nations Operations and Crisis
Centre should be supported on crisis management and humanitarian issues related to marine
and coastal natural disasters through the establishment of a common technical platform with the
provision of impact-related products, information and their interpretation, particularly for
vulnerable small island developing States (UNOCC, WMO, other UN partners).

e Global Meteo-Alarm System: Risk-informed warnings disseminated by competent national
authorities for the most vulnerable places and populations with high exposure in extreme
weather and climate conditions should be aggregated and scaled-up into a global alarm system
covering ocean and continental areas for building resilience in the fields of maritime safety and
sustainable coastal development (WMO, IOC/UNESCO, UNISDR).

Increasing scientific knowledge, and developing research capacity and transfer of marine
technology

Status and trends

Because the ocean is a global common, strong international coordination is needed to ensure regular
and sustained observation. Under the umbrella of intergovernmental organizations, global observing
systems coordinate observations of the physical, chemical and biological parameters of the ocean
through an integrated observing system of satellites, ships and moored and autonomous platforms.
Technological advances in telecommunications, autonomous platforms and new sensors are
revolutionizing our ability to systematically monitor the ocean and thus understand its role in weather
and climate. In the past decade, profiling floats have enabled us to go below the surface and
systematically monitor the upper layers of the ocean for the first time.

Challenges and opportunities

In the coming years, new technologies will enable us to systematically observe the deep ocean,
including where the ocean is covered by ice. They will also improve our ability to monitor chemical and
biological variables relevant to issues of ocean health, such as ocean acidification. The need for
adapting to climate change in coastal regions and islands and for supporting climate-sensitive sectors


https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/partnership/?p=7339
http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/drr/documents/IN-MHEWS/2016.06.07%20-%20IN-MHEWS%20Concept%20Paper_clean.docx
http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/drr/documents/IN-MHEWS/2016.06.07%20-%20IN-MHEWS%20Concept%20Paper_clean.docx
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(fisheries, coastal cities and ports, tourism, etc.) will require the development of information products
and services based on climate predictions and the exchange of climate-relevant coastal data, in
particular on sea levels, waves and storm surges. WMO Regional Climate Centres and Regional Climate
Outlook Forums use this growing knowledge to produce consensus seasonal climate forecasts.

e Vast stretches of the ocean are still understudied. More long-term, sustained observations are
needed for gaining a better understanding of natural and human-induced changes in the marine
environment.

e To expand the number of countries that can contribute to global ocean observations it is
necessary to facilitate the transfer of manuals, guidelines, observation instruments, computer
equipment and software, technical skills and scientific expertise to developing countries.

e The free and unrestricted exchange of oceanographic data, including climate data relevant for
climate services, should be promoted and facilitated by internationally agreed policies and
protocols.

Possible areas for new partnerships
Building on existing efforts, the following new partnership could be promoted.

e El Nifio/Southern Oscillation Information System: improved monitoring of the ocean and
atmosphere combined with an enhanced scientific understanding of the Earth system should be
promoted to increasingly enable scientists to predict the El Nifio/Southern Oscillation and other
ocean oscillations — and thus the climate and weather.

Enhancing the conservation and sustainable use of oceans and their resources by
implementing international law as reflected in the United Nations Convention on the Law of
the Sea

Navigational warning services based on marine meteorological data play a critical role for the safety of
ships and lives at sea and the optimization of navigation routes in implementation of legal instruments
such as the International Convention on the Safety of Life at Sea 1974.

Possible areas for new partnerships
Building on existing efforts, the following new partnership could be promoted.

e Fostering the collection and sharing of bathymetric data: ensuring the bathymetric
measurements are taken as a regular observation along with met ocean requirements to improve
capacity for modelling and forecasting of both deep ocean and coastal zones (WMO, IHO, IMO,
10C/UNESCO).
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THE PRESIDENT

OF THE
GENERAL ASSEMBLY

10 April 2017

Excellency,

In accordance with General Assembly resolution 70/303 on the modalities for
the United Nations Conference to Support the Implementation of Sustainable
Development Goal 14: Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine
resources for sustainable development, I have the honour to enclose herewith, the
letter of the co-facilitators of the preparatory process, H.E. Mr. Alvaro Mendonga
e Moura, Permanent Representative of Portugal and H.E. Mr. Burhan Gafoor,
Permanent Representative of Singapore, attaching the revised ‘zero draft’ of the Call
for Action, following the first round of consultations held from 20 to 22 March 2017.
The next round of consultations will be held on the 24, 25 and 27 April 2017 in the
Trusteeship Council Chamber.

I encourage your positive and constructive engagement at the next round of
consultations.

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.

tC

Peter Thomson

All Permanent Representatives
and Permanent Observers

to the United Nations

New York




New York, 7 April 2017

Excellency,

We are pleased to write to you in our capacity as co-facilitators appointed by the
President of the General Assembly to oversee the preparatory process and to conclude the
intergovernmental consultations on a “Call for Action” for the United Nations Conference to
Support the Implementation of Sustainable Development Goal 14: Conserve and sustainably
use the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable development.

In our letter dated 9 March 2017, we enclosed a “zero draft” of the “Call for Action™.
This was the basis for our first round of consultations in March 2017. The consultations were
very constructive and fruitful and we thank delegations for their active participation at the
meeting.

Taking into consideration the views we heard during the meeting and bearing in mind
the strong signal from delegations that the document should remain concise, focussed and
action-oriented, we have prepared a revised draft “Call for Action™, which is enclosed.

This revised draft will be discussed during the second round of consultations to be held
on Monday, 24 April 2017, Tuesday, 25 April 2017 and Thursday, 27 April 2017 from 10:00am
to 1:00pm and 3:00pm to 6:00pm. The venue will be the Trusteeship Council Chamber.

We look forward to delegations once again engaging actively and constructively.
Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of our highest consideration.
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Alvaro Mendonca Moura Burhan Gafoor
Ambassador and Permanent Representative ~ Ambassador and Permanent Representative
of Portugal to the United Nations of Singapore to the United Nations
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OUR OCEAN, OUR FUTURE:
CALL FOR ACTION

1. We, the Heads of State and Government and high-level representatives, meeting at the first United
Nations Conference to Support the Implementation of Sustainable Development Goal 14 of the 2030 Agenda,
with the full participation of civil society and other relevant stakeholders, affirm our strong commitment to
conserve and sustainably use our oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable development.

2. We are mobilised by a strong conviction that our ocean is critical to our shared future and common
humanity in all its diversity. As responsible stakeholders, we are determined to act decisively and urgently,
convinced that our collective action will make a meaningful difference to our people, to our planet, and to our
prosperity.

3. We recognise that our ocean covers three quarters of our planet, connects our populations and markets,
and forms an important part of our heritage and culture. It supplies half the oxygen we breathe, absorbs a third
of the carbon dioxide we produce, and plays a vital role in the water cycle. It contributes to sustainable
development and sustainable ocean-based economies, as well as to poverty eradication, food security and
nutrition, and livelihoods.

4. We are particularly alarmed by the adverse impacts of climate change on the ocean, including the rise
in ocean temperatures, ocean acidification, deoxygenation, and sea-level rise. We acknowledge the need to
address the adverse impacts that impair the crucial role of the ocean as climate regulator, carbon sink, source of
marine biodiversity, and as key provider of food and nutrition, ecosystem services, maritime trade and
transportation, and as an engine for sustainable economic development and growth.

S. We are committed to halting and reversing the decline in the health and productivity of our ocean and
to protecting and restoring its resilience. We recognise that the well-being of present and future generations is
inextricably linked to the health and productivity of our ocean.

6. We reaffirm our commitment to achieve the targets of Goal 14 within the timelines. We also affirm our
commitment to continue to take action beyond those dates, taking into account different national realities,
capacities and levels of development and respecting national policies and priorities.

7. We underline the integrated and indivisible character of all Sustainable Development Goals under the
2030 Agenda, as well as the interlinkages and synergies between them.

8. We stress the need for an integrated, interdisciplinary and cross-sectoral approach as well as enhanced
cooperation, coordination, and policy coherence, at all levels. We emphasise the critical importance of effective
partnerships enabling collective action, to reverse the decline in the health of our ocean and its ecosystems, and
to protect and restore their resilience and productivity. We reaffirm our commitment to the implementation of
Goal 14 with the full participation of all relevant stakeholders.

9. We underline the need to integrate Goal 14 into national development plans and strategies, and to
promote national ownership and leadership and success in the implementation of Goal 14 by involving all
stakeholders, including local authorities and communities, indigenous peoples, women and youth, as well as
business and industry.

10. We recognise the crucial role of women in the conservation and sustainable use of oceans, seas and
marine resources for sustainable development.

11. We stress the importance of enhancing understanding of the health and role of our ocean, including
through assessments on the state of the ocean, science and traditional knowledge, as well as the need to further
increase marine scientific research to inform and support decision-making, and to promote knowledge hubs and
networks to enhance the sharing of scientific data, and best practices.

12; We emphasise that our actions to implement Goal 14 should be in accordance with, reinforce and not
duplicate or undermine, existing legal instruments, arrangements, processes, mechanisms, or entities. We affirm
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the need to be consistent with international law, as reflected in the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea which
provides the legal framework for all the activities in the oceans and seas.

13. We recognise that the conservation and sustainable use of the ocean and its resources require the
necessary means of implementation in line with the 2030 Agenda, Addis Ababa Action Agenda and other
relevant outcomes, including the enhanced capacity building and the transfer of knowledge and
environmentally-sound marine technology to developing countries on mutually agreed terms.

14. We call on all stakeholders to work in concert to conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas, and
marine resources for sustainable development by taking, inter alia, the following actions on an urgent basis,
including by building on existing institutions and partnerships:

(a)  Approach the implementation of Goal 14 in an integrated and coordinated way and promote policies
and actions that take into account the critical interlinkages among the targets of Goal 14, the potential
synergies between Goal 14 and the other goals, particularly those with ocean-related targets, as well as other
processes that support the implementation of Goal 14.

(b)  Strengthen cooperation, policy coherence and coordination amongst institutions at all levels, including
between and amongst international organisations, regional organisations, arrangements and programmes, as
well as national and local authorities.

(c) Promote effective multi-stakeholder partnerships, including public-private partnerships, by enhancing
engagement of governments with global and regional bodies and programmes, the scientific community, the
private sector, donor community, non-governmental organisations, community groups, academic institutions,
and other relevant actors.

(d) Develop comprehensive strategies to raise awareness of the natural and cultural significance of the
ocean, as well as of its state and role, and of the need to further improve the knowledge of the ocean,
including its importance for sustainable development and how it is impacted by anthropogenic activities.

(e)  Support plans to foster ocean-related education, for example as part of education curricula, to promote
ocean literacy and a culture of conservation, restoration and sustainable use of our ocean.

(f)  Dedicate greater resources to marine scientific research, as well as the collection and sharing of data
and knowledge, including traditional knowledge, in order to increase knowledge of the ocean, including to
better understand the relationship between climate and the health and productivity of the ocean, and to
promote decision-making based on the best available science, to encourage scientific and technological
innovation, as well as to enhance the contribution of marine biodiversity to the development of developing
countries in particular small island developing States and least developed countries.

(g) Accelerate actions to prevent and significantly reduce marine pollution of all kinds, including marine
debris, nutrient pollution, untreated wastewater, solid waste discharges, hazardous substances, pollution from
ships, abandoned, lost or otherwise discarded fishing gear, and plastics and microplastics.

(h)  Develop sustainable consumption and production patterns, adopt the 3Rs — reduce, reuse and recycle —
including through incentivising market-based solutions to reduce waste and its generation, improving
mechanisms for environmentally-sound waste management, disposal and recycling, and developing
alternatives such as reusable or recyclable products, or products biodegradable under natural conditions.

(i) Implement long-term strategies to reduce the use of plastics, particularly plastic bags, single use
plastics and the use of primary microplastic particles in products, including by partnering with stakeholders at
relevant levels to address their production and use.

(j)  Strengthen the use of effective area-based management tools, including marine protected areas and
other integrated, cross-sectoral approaches, consistent with international law and in accordance with national
legislation, including marine spatial planning and integrated coastal zone management, based on best
available science and the precautionary and ecosystem approaches, to enhance ocean resilience and better
conserve and sustainably use marine biodiversity.
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(k)  Develop and implement effective adaptation and mitigation measures that contribute to increasing and
supporting resilience to ocean acidification, sea-level rise, and to addressing the other harmful impacts of
climate change on the ocean as well as coastal ecosystems such as mangroves, tidal marshes, seagrass, and
coral reefs, and ensure the implementation of the relevant obligations and commitments.

(I)  Enhance sustainable fisheries management through the implementation of science-based management
measures, precautionary and ecosystem approaches, monitoring, control and enforcement, and strengthening
cooperation and coordination including through, as appropriate, regional fisheries management organisations
and arrangements.

(m) End destructive fishing practices and illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing, addressing their root
causes and holding actors accountable by taking appropriate actions, so as to deprive them of benefits of such
activities, and effectively implementing flag State obligations as well as our port State obligations.

(n)  Accelerate further work and strengthen cooperation and coordination on the development of inter-
operational systems for catch documentation and traceability of fish products.

(o) Strengthen capacity building and technical assistance provided to small-scale artisanal fishers, to
enable their access to marine resources and markets without increasing pressure on fisheries and improve the
socio-economic situation of fishers and fish workers within the context of sustainable fisheries management.

(p)  Act decisively to prohibit certain forms of fisheries subsidies which contribute to overcapacity and
overfishing, eliminate subsidies that contribute to illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing and refrain from
introducing new such subsidies, including by completing the ongoing negotiations in the World Trade
Organization on this issue without further delay, recognising that appropriate and effective special and
differential treatment for developing and least developed countries should be an integral part of those
negotiations.

(q)  Support the promotion and strengthening of sustainable ocean-based economies, which inter alia build
on sustainable fisheries, tourism, aquaculture, maritime transportation, renewable energies, marine
biotechnology, as means to achieve the economic, social and environmental dimensions of sustainable
development, in particular for small island developing States and least developed countries.

(r)  Increase efforts to mobilise the means necessary for the development of sustainable ocean-related
activities and the implementation of Goal 14, particularly in developing countries, in line with the 2030
Agenda, Addis Ababa Action Agenda and other relevant outcomes.

(s)  Actively engage in discussions and the exchange of views, in the Preparatory Committee established by
General Assembly Resolution 69/292, on the development of an international legally binding instrument
under the Convention on the conservation and sustainable use of marine biological diversity of areas beyond
national jurisdiction, so that the General Assembly can, before the end of its seventy-second session, decide
on the convening and on the starting date of an intergovernmental conference.

(t)  Commit to follow-up on the partnership dialogues and to implement the voluntary commitments we
have made in the context of the Conference.

(u)  Contribute to the follow-up and review process of the 2030 Agenda by submitting the results from the
Conference as an input to the high-level political forum on sustainable development.

(v)  Consider further ways and means to support the timely and effective implementation of Goal 14.

15. We call upon the UN Secretary-General to support the implementation of the actions pledged in this
document, including by enhancing coordination and coherence among UN agencies and other relevant entities
dealing with the issue of oceans, seas and marine resources.
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