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Subject: 2011 Annual Report of the Global Collecting Centres (GCCs), under the revised

WMO Marine Climatological Summaries Scheme (MCSS)

Action required: 1. For information

2. To maintain and expand contributions of ships' meteorological reports to
the GCCs, under the revised WMO MCSS

Dear Sir/Madam,

Under the revised Marine Climatological Summaries Scheme (MCSS) adopted by the
eleventh session of the Commission for Marine Climatology (Lisbon, April 1993) through
Recommendation 11 (CMM-XI), two Global Collecting Centres (GCCs) were established, one in
Germany and the other one in the United Kingdom.

The role of the GCCs is to collect marine climatological data observed worldwide;
ensure that minimum quality control procedures have been applied; generate a complete global
data set and then forward the data set to the MCSS Responsible Members (RM), on a quarterly
basis.

The Annual Report for 2011 provides details of the GCCs operations and the status of
data collection. The report is produced in English only and is now available from the WMO Website
at:

http://www.wmao.int/pages/prog/amp/mmop/gcc-reports.html

To: Permanent Representative of Members of WMO operating Voluntary Observing Ships (VOS)

cc: Executive Secretary, I0C

Co-presidents of JCOMM

GCC Germany and GCC United Kingdom

Chairperson, JCOMM VOS Panel

Chairperson, JCOMM Ship Observations Team

Chairperson, JCOMM Task Team on VOSCIim

Coordinator, JCOMM Data Management Programme Area

JCOMM Expert Team on Marine Climatology

Chairman, GCOS/WCRP Atmospheric Observations Panel for
Climate (AOPC)

Chairman, GCOS/GOOS/WCRP Ocean Observations Panel for
Climate (OOPC)

VOS Focal points

(for information)
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A summary of the report, including recommendations from the GCCs is presented in the
Annex.

Climate research, marine forecasting, satellite calibration, climate modeling and
maritime industry communities are increasingly making use of marine data. In addition, ocean data
in general, and marine climatology data in particular, are expected to play a crucial role in the
developing Global Framework for Climate Services (GFCS). Contributing Members (CMs) can
therefore appreciate the importance of the submissions they make, and the value this adds to the
global marine database.

| would like to take this opportunity to express my appreciation to the Contributing
Members for their participation in the MCSS, and in particular, to the GCC Germany and GCC
United Kingdom, for their efforts in operating the centres and in supporting the VOS Climate
programme.

Yours faithfully,

(J. Lengoasa)
for the Secretary-General
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Summary from the 2011 Annual Report of the
Global Collecting Centres, and Recommendations

In 2011 the two Global Collecting Centres (GCCs) combined, Germany and the United
Kingdom, received a total of 640,649 observations from 18 Contributing Members. The gquantity of
data received in 2011 increased substantially compared to the previous year (see Figure). The
majority of observations continue to be of good quality (0.07% reported on land, 0.11% rejected by
MQCS checks). 139,652 observations from VOSCIim registered ships were received and processed
by the GCCs during 2011 (i.e. 22% of VOS observations received by the GCCs). This is by far the
maximum number of VOSCIlim observations received in one year since collection began in 2003.
Thanks to past efforts (see annual report for 2010), and DWD help, new contributing Members have
been contributing data to the GCCs in 2011 (e.qg. Israel, Sweden, Canada).

As of 1% January 2011, Version 4 of the International Maritime Meteorological Tape (IMMT),
and Version 6 of the Minimum Quality Control Standards (MQCS) is the preferred format and quality
standard for use by delayed-mode VOS observations. The MQC-software for CMs was updated to the
sixth Version of MQCS. The fourth IMMT version was distributed in March 2011 and is available from
the WMO website®. The next versions of the IMMT & MQCS format and standards will be proposed at
JCOMM-IV in May 2012.

Interoperable MCSS data can be searched and accessed from the German WMO Information
System’s (WIS) GISC?. In addition in early 2012, it is expected that data will also be available from the
IODE Ocean Data Portal®.

DWD continues to make progress in the development of a new standardized Higher Quality
Control Standard (HQCS). The goal is a uniform checking of all types of VOS observations, easy
handling, documented steps and graphic demonstration of erroneous values and simple ways of
correction. The GCCs have patrticipated in the discussions to modernize the MCSS and develop a new
Marine Climate Data System (MCDS) to include other sources of data than the VOS and rationalize
delayed mode data flow worldwide for marine climatological and oceanographic data. Further details
of the MCDS will be made available after JCOMM-IV. To further improve data availability and quality,
and in light of the recent developments above, the GCCs make the following recommendations:

e CMs should submit observations only once. But if there is a requirement to resubmit data (e.g.
quality improvements) then this should be highlighted to the GCCs.

e CMs should submit data files in one IMMT format only — preferably now IMMT-4.

e CMs not able to submit their data because of issues e.g. with digitizing or converting into the
IMMT format, should contact GCCs for advice.

e By applying MQCS to data prior to submission CMs can identify and rectify significant problems,
in particular, issues within date, time and position.

¢ All VOSCIim class ship’s observations should include the additional VOSClim elements.

¢ CMs with VOSCIim class ships that have still not successfully submitted data to the GCCs are
encouraged to do so at their earliest convenience or contact GCCs for advice.

o If possible convert all masked callsigns (i.e. ‘'SHIP’) back to the original ID prior to submission.

The Global Collecting Centres in Germany and in the United Kingdom would like to thank CMs
for their efforts in contributing observations data during 2011 and look forward to further collaborations
during 2012.

1 http://mwww.wmo.int/pages/prog/amp/mmop/mgc_soft.html
2 http://gisc.dwd.de/GISC_DWD/toSimpleSearch.do
3 http://www.oceandataportal.org/


http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/amp/mmop/mqc_soft.html
http://gisc.dwd.de/GISC_DWD/toSimpleSearch.do
http://www.oceandataportal.org/
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