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Ourref:  11617-12/0BS/WIS/ITS/RMDCN GENEVA, 23 February 2012

Subject: Regional Meteorological Data Communication Network (RMDCN) Tender
Evaluation and Consultation Workshop (Geneva, Switzerland, 14-15 May 2012)

Action required:  Inform the WMO Secretariat of your nominated expert to attend the RMDCN
Workshop at the latest by 6 March 2012

Dear Sir/Madam,

As a WMO Member that has at some time expressed an interest in joining the Regional
Meteorological Data Communications Network (RMDCN), you should be aware that the European
Centre for Medium-Range Weather Forecasts (ECMWF), as the manager for the RMDCN, is
planning to go to tender in 2012 for the next generation of this network.

As well as providing the Region VI Area Meteorological Data Communication Network,
RMDCN also serves as the key element of the Main Telecommunications Network that forms the
core of the WMO Information System that connects the Global Information System Centres
(GISCs).

In order to assist ECMWF during this project, it would be appreciated if you could
provide the Secretariat with contact details of a focal point to discuss your requirements, to liaise
with the RMDCN team and to keep you informed on progress of the tender process.

A Workshop about the next generation RMDCN has been scheduled to be held at the
WMO Headquarters in Geneva from 14 to 15 May 2012. The Workshop will provide details about
the transition to the new network, what services will be offered under the new contract and explain
what actions and decisions Members connected to the RMDCN will have to take. All RA VI
Members and any other Members connected or interested in being connected to the RMDCN are
encouraged to send relevant telecommunication experts to this joint ECMWF/WMO Workshop.
Please note that participants will be required to fund their own travel expenses.

Further information about the Next Generation RMDCN is available online at the

RMDCN Website (http://rmdcn.ecmwf.int/NextGeneration/index.html). A brief summary of the
project follows in the next paragraph.

To: Permanent Representatives of Members of WMO (limited distribution)



.

The preparation for the procurement of the next generation RMDCN started in 2011,
with the definition of requirements which were also discussed by the WMO Task Team on the
RMDCN. ECMWEF is planning to issue an Invitation to Tender (ITT) in February 2012. Following
tender evaluation and contract negotiation, it is envisaged that a contract with the selected
supplier would be concluded in December 2012. Migration to the new network would then be
scheduled to take place during the major part of 2013 with the possibility of extending into
early 2014.

Please contact Mr Peiliang Shi (pshi@wmo.int), Director, WMO Information System
Branch, Observing and Information Systems Department, not later than 6 March 2012, providing
him with details of a focal point and inform him if you plan to nominate a representative to attend
the Workshop.

Yours faithfully,

_,.g/’*

(J. Lengoasa)
for the Secretary-General



