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Our ref.: 11609-12/0BS/WIGOS/OSD/EGOS GENEVA, 20 February 2012

Subject: National reports for 2011 on Progress and Plans related to the Implementation
Plan for the Evolution of the Global Observing System (EGOS-IP)

Action required: Nominating a National Focal Point for the EGOS-IP and providing a national
report for 2011 on Progress and Plans related to the EGOS-IP

Dear Sir/Madam,

You will recall that one of the primary exercises conducted as part of the Rolling
Requirements Review (RRR) is to compare observational requirements for WMO Programmes
and co-sponsored programmes application areas with the capabilities of present and planned
observing systems with the view to identify gaps and suggest changes to Members in the Global
Observing System (GOS). This is mainly realized by proposing a Vision for the GOS, and an
Implementation Plan for the Evolution of the GOS (EGOS-IP) responding to the Vision.

The current version of the Implementation Plan for the Evolution of the Surface and
Space-based part of the Global Observing System' (EGOS-IP) is responding to the Vision of the
Global Observing System (GOS) in 2015%. To monitor progress and plans relating to the
Implementation Plan for the Evolution of the Surface and Space-based part of the Global
Observing System (EGOS-IP), a network of National Focal Points on the EGOS-IP was
established. The Secretariat is routinely collecting feedback from the National Focal Points and
submitting them to the CBS Expert Team on the Evolution of the Global Observing System
(ET-EGOS) for review.

For example, at its sixth session, Geneva, July 2011, the ET-EGOS reviewed the
National Reports for 2009 as provided by the National Focal Points on the EGOS-IP. Based on
this feedback, synthesized comments regarding the surface and space-based components of the
GOS, and High Priority Recommendations for the Evolution of the GOS have been proposed by
the ET-EGOS and are summarized in Annex VI of the ET-EGOS session report®.

To: Permanent Representatives of Members which do not have National Focal Points for the
EGOS-IP (limited distribution)

cc:  MrF.R. Branski, president of CBS, Silver Spring )
Ms S.L. Barrell, vice-president of CBS, Melbourne )
Mr L. Riishojgaard, chairperson of ICT-lOS, Camp Springs ) (for information)
Mr J. Dibbern, co-chairperson of ICT-10S, Offenbach )
Mr J. Eyre, chairperson of ET-EGOS, Exeter )
)

Mr R. Stringer, Melbourne

1 : http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/OSY/Publications/TD1267_Impl-Plan_Evol-GOS.pdf
2 : http://iwww.wmo.int/pages/prog/mwww/OSY/Documentation/CBS-2002_Vision-GOS-2015.pdf
3: http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/mwww/CBS-Reports/documents/ET-EGOS-6-Final-Report.pdf
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While the information gathered provides an informative cross section, it does not
provide for a comprehensive or complete global picture of national contributions with respect to
EGOS-IP. In particular, a number of countries, including yours, have not so far nominated a
National Focal Point concerning the EGOS-IP.

| am therefore writing to you to invite you to: (i) nominate a National Focal Point for
the EGOS-IP; (i) inform the Secretariat accordingly (preferably via e-mail to
ECharpentier@wmo.int); and (iii) request the nominated person to submit a national report for
2011 to the Secretariat using the template that can be downloaded from the WMO Website at:

ftp://ftp.wmo.int/Documents/PublicWWeb/www/gos/nat-reports/EGOS-IP-Nat-Rpt-Template-2011.doc

You will note that the ET-EGOS suggested that it was more important to collect
information from the National Focal Points on the surface-based observing systems rather than
the space-based systems, as better feedback mechanisms existed for the latter. The template is
therefore focusing on the surface-based components of the GOS. The template allows for
providing explanations about why progress is not being made as the case may be.

| would like to thank your country for its substantial contribution to the Global Observing
System in support of WMO Programmes and co-sponsored programmes. | look forward to
receiving your feedback and to the successful further development of observational networks in

your country.

Yours faithfully,

(J. Lengoasa)
for the Secretary-General



