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Subject:  Contribution to the AMDAR Trust Fund

Dear Sir/Madam,

You will recall that the Aircraft Meteorological Data Relay (AMDAR) Panel was
established in March 1998 in line with the directive of the forty-ninth session of the Executive
Council (1997) that a Panel should be established to coordinate and promote AMDAR
development and operations globally. From the outset the AMDAR Panel agreed that its primary
goal would be to enhance the upper-air component of the Global Observing System of the World
Weather Watch Programme.

With the AMDAR system now recognized as an integral and critical component of the
WMO Integrated Global Observing System (WIGOS), Cg-XVI (2011) undertook to ensure the
continued future maintenance and oversight of the aircraft observations programme through the
funding from the WMO Regular Budget of a Scientific Officer for Aircraft and Surface-based
Remotely-sensed Observations within the Observations Systems Division of the WMO Secretariat.
This position, for which half the role will be dedicated to technical coordination of the AMDAR
programme, was filled in 2011 at the P4 level.

The Secretariat and the AMDAR Panel have agreed upon a process to complete the
integration of the programme within the WMO technical structures, which will eventually ensure
that the ongoing and future work of the AMDAR Panel is fully incorporated into the framework and
working bodies of the WMO Technical Commissions, a process which is well advanced with the
formation of a CBS Expert Team on Aircraft-based Observations (CBS/ET-AIR) and the
appointment of two Theme Leaders on Aircraft Measurements within the CIMO Technical
Commission.

The fourteenth session of the AMDAR Panel was held conjointly with the third session
of the CBS/ET-AIR in Quebec City, Canada from 2 to 4 November 2011. The Joint Meeting,
recognizing both the opportunity and the responsibility offered in the new arrangements in which
the technical coordination for the aircraft observation programme is funded from the WMO Regular
Budget, undertook to develop an invigorated and comprehensive strategic plan and work
programme so as to ensure that resources are committed strategically towards further
development, enhancement and extension of the Global AMDAR programme in line with the
recommendations within the CBS Vision for the Global Observing System and proposed actions of
the Implementation Plan for the Evolution of Global Observing Systems.
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The WMO Panel and CBS/ET-AIR Aircraft Observing System Programme Plan drafted
at the joint meeting, and to be finalized and approved by the AMDAR Panel Management Group in
early 2012, defines both long- (to 2025) and medium-term (5-year) plans and sets out the work
programme and resource requirements for the coming 12 months. This work programme includes,
and focuses on, the following important initiatives:

o The final validation and development of plans for wider, coordinated international
operational implementation of water vapour sensing capability for AMDAR,;

° Development of plans, specification of requirements and coordination of
international implementation of turbulence measurement in support of aviation
and NWP requirements;

o Undertaking of a study assessing the requirements for data coverage
enhancement and the potential capabilities of airlines leading to the development
of strategic plans for programme expansion over data-sparse areas;

° Assistance for and coordination of programme development in Regional
Associations | and Il in particular, building on the Regional AMDAR Workshop
held in Mexico in November 2011;

o Continued work on development and update of AMDAR software specifications
and data exchange protocols leading to further and wider standardization of
AMDAR systems within aviation and avionics systems;

o Integration of AMDAR regulatory material into WMO Guides and Manuals;

o Enhancement of national and global AMDAR data management frameworks in
line with WIGOS and WMO Information System developments.

This strategic plan will continue and build upon the successful work of the AMDAR
Panel so far, which has overseen growth and enhancement of the aircraft observing system to the
point that it is producing between 250 000 to 300 000 observations per day and, most recently,
established or enhanced programmes in Alaska, the UK, the Southwest Pacific, Antarctica and
South Africa, and worked towards establishing programmes in Central and South America.

The full final report of this meeting containing the draft strategic plan can be accessed
from the WMO Website at: http://www.wmo.int/amdar/AMDARReports.html

The continuation of the work of the AMDAR Panel and ET-AIR through the
implementation of the strategic plan and work programme will continue to rely entirely on the
voluntary contributions from Members to the AMDAR Panel Trust Fund in order to realize the
important initiatives outlined above.

| would like to take this opportunity to thank all Members who have contributed so far to
the implementation of the AMDAR programme.

As the Joint Meeting of WMO AMDAR Panel (14" session) and WMO CBS/ET-AIR
(3" session) indicates, there are many important technical and scientific activities that require your
continued financial contribution and your active support.
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| would, therefore, be most grateful for an indication of whether your country will contribute
to the AMDAR Trust Fund for the period 2012 in support of AMDAR activities and the related
projects and initiatives. In the affirmative, an early indication of the amount that you may be able to

contribute to the Trust Fund or other support that you are prepared to offer would be much
appreciated.

Yours faithfully,

(J. Lengoasa)
for the Secretary-General



