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21014/2020/CSG/EC-72/0utcomes, ANNEX

OUTCOMES OF THE SEVENTY-SECOND SESSION OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL

The seventy-second session of the WMO Executive Council (EC-72) took place from
28 September to 2 October 2020 as the first session held by videoconference.

36 members of the Council, 188 advisers, two presidents of technical commissions,
109 representatives of 27 WMO Members, 11 invited experts and 27 representatives of
10 partner organizations attended the session.

The Council adopted 20 resolutions and 14 decisions dealing with strategic, technical, policy,
financial, regulatory, financial and administrative matters.

Strategic matters
The Council decided on guidance to other bodies and the Secretariat for:
. The organization of Decision 3 (EC-72) - Extraordinary session of Congress in 2021;

. The review of regional activities, working mechanisms operations and the
coordination between regional associations and technical commissions, as the key
components of WMO continuous Reform [Resolution 1 (EC-72) - Effective
coordination between regional associations, technical commissions and the
Research Board and Resolution 2 (EC-72) - Activities and working mechanisms of
the regional associations];

. Development of Decision 6 (EC-72) - Vision and Strategy for Hydrology and
associated Plan of Action;

. Development of Decision 7 (EC-72) - WMO Data Policy;

. Decision 4 (EC-72) - Follow up of to the Constituent Bodies Reform Task Force,
through the Policy Advisory Committee, including for the evaluation of the reform
and Decision 5 (EC-72) - WMO response to the COVID-19 pandemic .

Technical matters

The Council adopted 18 resolutions/decisions on technical matters — five of which by consensus
without debate based on the recommendations of the Technical Coordination Committee
[Decision 8 (EC-72) - Adoption of draft resolutions recommended by the Technical
Coordination Committee] — among which:

e Resolution 5 (EC-72) - Amendments to Technical Regulations, Volume 11 -
Meteorological Service for International Air Navigation (WMO-No. 49) and
Resolution 8 (EC-72) - Collaboration with IATA on the development of the AMDAR
Programme (WICAP);

o Decision 9 (EC-72) - Operationalization of objective seasonal forecasts and tailored
products on sub-regional scales, Resolution 6 (EC-72) - Trial phase of the international
exchange of daily climate data and Resolution 7 (EC-72) - Upgraded recognition
mechanism for long-term climate observing stations;

e Decision 11 (EC-72) - Scaling up effective partnerships and scope, scale and progress of
WMO development, Decision 12 (EC-72) - Recommendations for revision of the WMO
Capacity Development Strategy and Decision 13 (EC-72) - Developing and sustaining core
competencies and expertise;

e Resolution 4 (EC-72) - Strengthening marine services, and relations with IMO;
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Policy matters

e Resolution 11 (EC-72) - Guidelines for public-private engagement (edition 2020).
Regulatory matters
The Council adopted:
e Resolution 13 (EC-72) - Rules of procedure for the Executive Council;
e Resolution 12 (EC-72) - Rules of procedure for the non-constituent bodies established
by Cg-18 and EC-71, Research Board, Scientific Advisory Panel, Climate Coordination
Panel, Hydrological Coordination Panel, Panel of Experts for Polar and High Mountain

Observations, Research and Services and Capacity Development Panel;

e Resolution 17 (EC-72) - Terms of reference and membership of the Audit and Oversight
Committee;

e Decision 1 (EC-72) - Methods of work for online sessions of the Executive Council;

e Decision 15 (EC-72) - Review of the membership of bodies established by Congress and
the Executive Council.

Financial matters
The Council adopted:

e Resolution 14 (EC-72) - Financial Statements of the World Meteorological Organization
for the year 2019;

e Three percent charge on payroll costs for voluntary-funded activities to address the
funding of the reserve for after-service health insurance benefits for voluntary
contribution-funded staff as of 1 January 2021 [Resolution 15 (EC-72) - Considerations
related to the After-Service Health Insurance (ASHI) liability]

Administrative matters
e Subject to the approval by Congress at its next session, the Council adopted
amendments to Staff Regulations, in particular relating to the WMO accession into the

jurisdiction of the United Nations Dispute Tribunal and Appeals Tribunal
[Resolution 16 (EC-72) - Amendments to Staff Regulations].

Selected implications for Members
Based on the Executive Council’s decisions, Members are invited to:

¢ Implement the amended international standards and recommended practices for
meteorological services for international air navigation;

e Implement the Data Policy for the WMO-IATA Collaborative AMDAR Programme in
consultation with partner airlines;

e Support the organization of sessions of regional associations and facilitate the
participation of high-level government officials and partners in the high-level segments;

e Continue supporting all capacity development initiatives of WMO, including through the
provision of experts and resources, financial and in-kind, and the contribution of data to
WMO information platforms and diagnostic tools;
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¢ Increase collaboration with maritime safety agencies in their countries, strengthen
forecasting capacity through training and operate shipboard observation programmes;

e Strengthen efforts to achieve sustainable high-quality long-term climate observations
and participate in the trial phase for the international exchange of daily climate data;

e Use the Guidelines for Public-Private Engagement in establishing collaboration and
partnership at a national level across public, private, academic and civil society sectors;

e Include hydrological representatives in their national delegations to the Extraordinary
session of Congress in 2021 to participate in the Hydrological Assembly.

The Council also urged Members to make the payment of outstanding assessed contributions a
matter of highest priority and to make every effort to clear their dues as soon as possible.

The approved documents and the list of participants of EC-72 are available on the mini-site for
the session.
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