
 

To: Heads of state or government 

cc: Ministers responsible for Water 
 Ministers responsible for Climate Change  

Our ref.: 13778/2022/DSG/W/Water & Climate Coalition 8 July 2022 

Annex: 1 (available in English only) 

Subject: Call for Integrated Water and Climate Action 

Your Excellency, 

We have the honour to write to you about the benefits of more integrated action on 
climate and water issues, and to invite your support to our first ‘call for action’ on this topic. 

It is now indisputable that how water resources are managed fundamentally affects 
our capacity to both mitigate and adapt to climate change. 

We appreciate your government’s participation in the joint statement arising from the 
UN High-level Meeting on Water in 2021 which acknowledged that information on water is 
essential for effective decision-making, and that informed cooperative actions can ensure water 
and climate objectives are integrated and achieved. As follow up to this, we have issued the 
statement calling for action on water data and information and the protection of glaciers (see 
Annex). The Action Plan for this will also include a proposal for an early warning system 
mechanism to enhance flood and drought management capacity and address other water-related 
hazards at the regional scale. 

We have the further honour to respectfully invite you to publicly support this call, 
adding weight to our advocacy of an integrated approach, with a view to its messages being 
considered at the next United Nations Climate Change Conference of the Parties (COP 27) and the 
United Nations 2023 Water Conference. On receipt of your confirmation, your support will be 
acknowledged in preparations for, and at, the United Nations 2023 Water Conference.  

For further information, please contact any of us directly or through our secretariat at 
WaterClimateCoalition@wmo.int. 

This letter is being copied to the honourable Ministers responsible for climate and 
water issues in your government. 

Please accept, Your Excellency, the assurances of our highest consideration. 

Prof. Petteri Taalas 
Secretary-General 

World Meteorological Organization (WMO) 

 Mr Gilbert F. Houngbo 
Chair, UN-Water 

President, 
International Fund for Agricultural 

Development (IFAD) 
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On behalf of: 

H.E. Mr. Emomali Rahmon 
President  
Republic of Tajikistan 

H.E. Mr. János Áder,  
Former President 
Hungary 

H.E. Mrs. Hilda Heine 
Former President 
Republic of the Marshall Islands 

H.E. Mr. Komi Sélom Klassou 
Former Prime Minister 
Republic of Togo 

H.E. Mr. Han Seung-soo 
Former Prime Minister 
Republic of Korea 

H.E. Mr. Mohamed Abdel Aty 
Minister of Water Resources and Irrigation 
Egypt 

H.E. Mr. Carl-Hermann Gustav Schlettwein 
President, AMCOW; Minister 
Republic of Namibia 

H.E. Mr. Mark Harbers 
Minister of Infrastructure and Water 
Management 
Kingdom of the Netherlands 

H.E. Mr. Abdelkébir Zahoud 
Former State Secretary for Water and  
Environment,  
Kingdom of Morocco 

H.E. Mrs. Hannele Pokka 
Professor; Former Minister 
Republic of Finland 

H.E. Mrs. Mari Elka Pangestu 
Managing Director, Development Policy  
and Partnerships 
World Bank Group 

Mr. Howard Bamsey 
Chair  
Global Water Partnership 

Mr. Matthias Berninger  
Senior Vice President 
Public Affairs & Sustainability 
BAYER 

Mrs. Lindsey Blodgétt  
Former President  
World Youth Parliament for Water 
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