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Annexe: 1 (disponible en anglais seulement)

Objet: 1) Quinziéme Colloque de I'OMM sur I'enseignement et la formation professionnelle
(SYMET) (7-9 décembre 2026)

2) Quatrieme réunion du Consortium des partenaires de I'OMM en matiere
d’enseignement et de formation professionnelle (10 et 11 décembre 2026)

3) Réunion des directeurs des centres régionaux de formation professionnelle
de I'OMM (CRFP) (11 décembre 2026)

Madame, Monsieur,

La capacité des Membres de I'OMM de fournir des services météorologiques,
climatologiques, hydrologiques et environnementaux de qualité dépend fondamentalement des
connaissances, des aptitudes et des compétences de leur personnel. Les progrés scientifiques et
technologiques, la transformation numérique, l'intelligence artificielle, les approches intégrées
du systéme Terre et les attentes sociétales croissantes transforment les activités des Services
meétéorologiques et hydrologiques nationaux (SMHN). Alors que les besoins en main-d‘ceuvre
ne cessent d’évoluer, il est essentiel de maintenir un niveau d’investissement soutenu dans
I'enseignement, la formation et le développement des compétences de ce personnel
pour garantir que les Membres soient en mesure de relever les défis actuels et futurs.

Dans ce contexte, j'ai le plaisir de vous informer que le Quinziéeme SYMET se tiendra
du 7 au 9 décembre 2026 a I'Université des sciences et des technologies de |'information
de Nanjing (NUIST), a Nanjing (Chine), sous forme hybride. Ce colloque s’inscrira dans le cadre
d’'une semaine intégrée de réunions, qui comprendra également la Quatrieme réunion pléniére
du Consortium des partenaires de I'OMM en matiére d’enseignement et de formation
professionnelle (CONECT), les 10 et 11 décembre 2026, et la Réunion des directeurs des CRFP
de I'OMM, l'aprés-midi du 11 décembre 2026. Ces trois manifestations constitueront ensemble
un méme événement conjoint.

Placé sous le theme «Transformer I'enseignement et la formation professionnelle pour
former des effectifs capables d’offrir des services météorologiques, climatologiques et
hydrologiques préts pour l'avenir», le SYMET réunira des représentants de SMHN, de CRFP de
I'OMM, d’universités, d’établissements d’enseignement et de formation professionnelle, de
partenaires pour le développement, d’organisations internationales et d’autres parties prenantes. Il
permettra de partager des connaissances et des expériences, de cerner les priorités émergentes,
de mettre en valeur des pratiques novatrices et de renforcer la collaboration au sein de la
communauté mondiale de I'enseignement et de la formation professionnelle, a I'appui de services
météorologiques, climatologiques, hydrologiques et environnementaux préts pour l'avenir.

Aux: Représentants permanents des Membres de 'OMM

cc: Conseillers en hydrologie



Pour la premiére fois, le SYMET s’inscrira dans une semaine intégrée de
manifestations consacrées a |I'enseignement, a la formation et au développement des
ressources humaines dans I'ensemble de la communauté de I'OMM. Cet événement conjoint
constituera un forum stratégique permettant d’examiner la maniére dont I'enseignement,
la formation professionnelle et le développement des ressources humaines peuvent évoluer
afin de préparer une main-d’ceuvre préte a relever les défis de I'avenir et a répondre aux
besoins en constante évolution des Membres de I'OMM. Ses participants se pencheront sur les
évolutions scientifiques, technologiques, organisationnelles et sociétales qui redéfinissent les
besoins en main-d’ceuvre au sein des SMHN et sur la facon dont I'enseignement et la formation
professionnelle peuvent y répondre en développant les capacités, y compris de direction, et les
compétences nécessaires.

Les discussions porteront sur des approches innovantes en matiere d’apprentissage
et de développement professionnel continu, tout en examinant la maniére dont les Membres
peuvent renforcer le développement des ressources humaines en tant que fonction
organisationnelle stratégique. L’'événement conjoint portera également sur les moyens par
lesquels la communauté mondiale de I'enseignement et de la formation professionnelle, par le
biais de l'initiative du Campus mondial de 'OMM et du renforcement de la collaboration et des
partenariats, peut mieux soutenir les Membres et traduire les priorités communes en actions
concrétes et coordonnées.

Le programme de cet événement conjoint est en cours d’élaboration sous la
direction du Comité consultatif international du SYMET et du Groupe de gestion du Consortium.
Il devrait inclure des exposés liminaires, des tables rondes et des séances plénieres, des
séances interactives, des réunions de groupes de travail, des présentations d’affiches et des
présentations d'innovations ainsi que des activités de réseautage. Les résultats du SYMET
serviront de base aux discussions sur la collaboration qui seront menées pendant la réunion du
Consortium et éclaireront la réflexion des directeurs de CRFP sur les priorités de mise en
ceuvre. Le programme et d'autres informations seront disponibles sur le site Web du SYMET.

Je vous saurais gré de bien vouloir assurer la plus large diffusion possible de la
présente lettre circulaire auprés des institutions concernées et des participants potentiels de
votre pays. Je vous encourage a favoriser la participation d’experts compétents et leur
implication active dans cet événement conjoint. Des informations détaillées sur le programme
provisoire, l'inscription, la soumission des résumés des affiches et les dispositions pratiques
figurent dans |I'annexe ci-jointe.

Je suis convaincue que cet événement conjoint offrira aux Membres et aux
partenaires une occasion importante de contribuer a fagonner I’'avenir de I'enseignement,
de la formation professionnelle et du développement des ressources humaines, de renforcer
la collaboration dans le cadre de l'initiative du Campus mondial de I'OMM et de favoriser
le développement d’une main-d‘ceuvre préte pour I’'avenir, capable de fournir des services
de haute qualité dans les domaines du temps, du climat, de |'eau et de I’environnement.

Je compte sur la participation active de vos experts a cet événement conjoint
et vous prie d’agréer, Madame, Monsieur, I’expression de ma considération distinguée.

=

/-

Celeste Saulo
Secrétaire générale
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Fifteenth WMO Symposium on Education and Training
7-9 December 2026

Fourth Plenary Meeting of the Consortium of WMO Education and Training
Collaborating Partners
10-11 December 2026

Meeting of Directors of WMO Regional Training Centres
11 December 2026

Nanjing University of Information Science and Technology, Nanjing, China
7-11 December 2026 - Hybrid (in-person and online)

Information Note

1. Introduction

The World Meteorological Organization (WMO) organizes the Symposium on Education and
Training (SYMET) approximately every four years as part of its Education and Training
Programme. As the Organization's flagship global event on education, training and workforce
development, SYMET brings together representatives of National Meteorological and
Hydrological Services (NMHSs), WMO Regional Training Centres (RTCs), universities, technical
commissions, development partners, international organizations, and other education and
training institutions from around the world. It provides a forum for exchanging experiences,
identifying emerging priorities, showcasing innovative practices and strengthening
collaboration across the global education and training community. Since the first Symposium in
1975, SYMET has played an important role in shaping WMO policies, initiatives and
partnerships in education and training.

In 2026, the fifteenth SYMET session (SYMET-15) will, for the first time, form part of an
integrated week of events that will also include the fourth Plenary Meeting of the Consortium
of WMO Education and Training Collaborating Partners (CONECT-4). This integrated approach
is designed to connect the strategic dialogue of the Symposium with strengthened
collaboration and coordinated action across the WMO Global Campus initiative.

The Joint Event will conclude with the Meeting of Directors of WMO RTCs, providing an
opportunity to consider the outcomes and priorities emerging from SYMET-15 and CONECT-4,
and identify practical actions for the RTC network in support of Members’ workforce
development.

Together, these three events will provide a coherent progression, from understanding the
future context and transforming education and training, to strengthening workforce
development systems, enhancing collaboration across the global learning ecosystem, and
advancing implementation through the RTC network.

2. The Joint Event: SYMET-15 / CONECT-4 / Meeting of Directors of WMO RTCs

SYMET-15 will be held under the theme “Transforming Education and Training to Build
Workforces for Future-Ready Weather, Climate and Water Services”.

SYMET-15 will take place from 7 to 9 December 2026. It will be followed by CONECT-4, to be
held on 10 and 11 December 2026. Participation in both SYMET-15 and CONECT-4 are open
to all interested participants.
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The afternoon of 11 December 2026 will be dedicated to the Meeting of Directors of WMO
RTCs, which is by invitation only.

The Joint Event will be hosted by the Nanjing University of Information Science and
Technology (NUIST), Nanjing, China, and conducted in a hybrid format, enabling both in-
person and online participation from across the WMO community.

3. Goals

SYMET-15 aims to provide a global forum to examine how education, training and workforce
development can evolve to prepare future-ready workforces that meet the changing needs of
WMO Members. The Joint Event will be organized around the following strategic questions:

e How are scientific, technological, organizational, societal and economic developments
reshaping weather, climate, water and related environmental services?

e How can education and training evolve to prepare current and future professionals to
adapt and thrive in this changing environment?

e How can WMO Members strengthen workforce development as a strategic organizational
function to support future-ready services?

e How can the global education and training community, through the WMO Global Campus
initiative, collaborate more effectively to address shared challenges and priorities?

e How can the network of WMO RTCs collectively advance implementation of the priorities
emerging from SYMET-15 and CONECT-4?

4. Provisional Programme

The provisional programme for the Joint Event is being developed by the WMO Secretariat
under the guidance of the SYMET-15 International Advisory Committee (IAC) and the CONECT
Management Group (CONECT-MG). It is expected to combine keynote presentations, plenary
and panel discussions, interactive sessions, working groups, poster and innovation showcases,
and networking opportunities.

The programme is designed to provide a coherent progression over the five days, moving from
understanding the future context, to transforming education and training, strengthening
workforce development systems, fostering collaboration across the WMO Global Campus, and
advancing implementation through the network of WMO RTCs. The proposed daily themes are:

e Day 1 - The Future Context for Weather, Climate and Water Services

Day 2 - Transforming Education and Training for Future-Ready Workforces

Day 3 - Building Future-Ready Workforce Development Systems

Day 4 - Strengthening Collaboration for a Future-Ready Global Learning Ecosystem

Day 5 - From Strategy to Implementation: Advancing the RTC Network

The programme will continue to evolve as preparations progress. Updated information on the
programme, registration and logistical arrangements will be made available on the SYMET-15
website.

5. Registration and Participation

Participation in the Joint Event require completion of the relevant registration procedures.
Depending on the nature of their participation, participants may also be requested to complete


https://etrp.wmo.int/enrol/index.php?id=455
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one or more of the additional forms described below. Participants are kindly requested to
observe the applicable submission deadlines to facilitate the timely processing of registrations,
poster abstracts submissions, requests for financial support and visa documentation.

Action Form / Contact Deadline

Register for SYMET-15, CONECT-4, or Registration Form 30 November 2026
the Meeting of RTC Directors (by

invitation only) (required for both

online and in-person participation)

Submit a poster abstract (optional) SYMET-15 Poster Abstract 15 October 2026
Submission Form

Request an Invitation Verification Registration Form 15 September 2026
Letter (TE Letter) (for in-person
participants only, if required)

Request financial support (subject to Email to: tra@wmao.int 15 September 2026
the availability of very limited funds for

a small number of invited contributors

and representatives of RTCs)

5.1 Registration

Participation in the Joint Event is subject to registration. Prospective participants are kindly
requested to complete the Joint Event Registration Form by 30 November 2026. Registration
is free of charge for online and in-person participants.

5.2 Poster abstract submission

Participants are invited to contribute to SYMET-15 by submitting poster abstracts showcasing
innovative practices, experiences, research, partnerships, educational resources, technologies
and capacity development initiatives relevant to the Symposium theme and daily programme.

Poster sessions, offered in both in-person and virtual formats, will provide opportunities for
participants to share their work, exchange knowledge and experiences, and engage in
discussions with colleagues from across the global education and training community. Accepted
posters will be displayed on the Symposium website throughout the event, and appropriate
venue arrangements will be also made to facilitate interaction between poster authors and
participants attending in person.

Participants wishing to propose a poster are kindly requested to submit their abstracts using
the SYMET-15 Poster Abstract Submission Form no later than 15 October 2026.

Authors will be notified of the outcome of the review process shortly after the submission
deadline.

Please note: Submission of a poster abstract does not constitute registration for SYMET-15.
All poster presenters must also complete the Joint Event Registration Form.


https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2FPages%2FResponsePage.aspx%3Fid%3DVL6m6odGxECYJ8BEvY6NPDWYTZJTfqVJhK28ZcJoaRtUNkNVMEg0UlBXWlQxQ1pPVDRLRjNXVzJKQS4u&data=05%7C02%7CMAdiguzel%40wmo.int%7C80e7f7f2b366404867ae08dee0f6b326%7Ceaa6be54468740c49827c044bd8e8d3c%7C0%7C0%7C639195547648078869%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=K8PYpVhzpWz1mhGx7%2Bsq05MPUABtzkBZu9v3oK55Ui8%3D&reserved=0
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=VL6m6odGxECYJ8BEvY6NPDWYTZJTfqVJhK28ZcJoaRtURERVNExUUDNCVjBERlZGNlRKQ0dHWjRXRS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=VL6m6odGxECYJ8BEvY6NPDWYTZJTfqVJhK28ZcJoaRtURERVNExUUDNCVjBERlZGNlRKQ0dHWjRXRS4u
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2FPages%2FResponsePage.aspx%3Fid%3DVL6m6odGxECYJ8BEvY6NPDWYTZJTfqVJhK28ZcJoaRtUNkNVMEg0UlBXWlQxQ1pPVDRLRjNXVzJKQS4u&data=05%7C02%7CMAdiguzel%40wmo.int%7C80e7f7f2b366404867ae08dee0f6b326%7Ceaa6be54468740c49827c044bd8e8d3c%7C0%7C0%7C639195547648078869%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=K8PYpVhzpWz1mhGx7%2Bsq05MPUABtzkBZu9v3oK55Ui8%3D&reserved=0
mailto:tra@wmo.int
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2FPages%2FResponsePage.aspx%3Fid%3DVL6m6odGxECYJ8BEvY6NPDWYTZJTfqVJhK28ZcJoaRtUNkNVMEg0UlBXWlQxQ1pPVDRLRjNXVzJKQS4u&data=05%7C02%7CMAdiguzel%40wmo.int%7C80e7f7f2b366404867ae08dee0f6b326%7Ceaa6be54468740c49827c044bd8e8d3c%7C0%7C0%7C639195547648078869%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=K8PYpVhzpWz1mhGx7%2Bsq05MPUABtzkBZu9v3oK55Ui8%3D&reserved=0
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https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2FPages%2FResponsePage.aspx%3Fid%3DVL6m6odGxECYJ8BEvY6NPDWYTZJTfqVJhK28ZcJoaRtUNkNVMEg0UlBXWlQxQ1pPVDRLRjNXVzJKQS4u&data=05%7C02%7CMAdiguzel%40wmo.int%7C80e7f7f2b366404867ae08dee0f6b326%7Ceaa6be54468740c49827c044bd8e8d3c%7C0%7C0%7C639195547648078869%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=K8PYpVhzpWz1mhGx7%2Bsq05MPUABtzkBZu9v3oK55Ui8%3D&reserved=0
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5.3 Visa Invitation Verification Letter (TE Letter) for in-person participants only

Participants intending to attend the Joint Event in person are advised to determine whether

they require a visa to enter China before making their travel arrangements. Information on

China's visa policy, including visa-free arrangements, is available on its national immigration
administration website.

Participants requiring a visa should contact the Chinese Embassy or Consulate responsible for
their place of application to confirm the applicable visa requirements, including whether an
Invitation Verification Letter (TE Letter) issued by the Chinese authorities is required.

Participants requiring a TE Letter are kindly requested to indicate this in the Joint Event
Registration Form and submit their registration no later than 15 September 2026. As
additional processing time is required to obtain the TE Letter, requests submitted after the
deadline may not be accommodated.

Participants who do not require a TE Letter are nevertheless encouraged to allow sufficient
time to complete any necessary travel formalities before departure.

5.4 Financial support

Participants planning to attend the Joint Event in person are expected to secure financial
support for their participation from their respective institutions or other sources. Subject to the
availability of very limited funds, however, WMO may consider providing financial assistance to
a small number of invited contributors and RTC representatives. Requests for financial support
should be submitted to WMO (tra@wmo.int) no later than 15 September 2026. Requests
received after this date may not be considered.

6. Further information

Further information, including updated programme details, registration, accommodation, visa
information and other practical arrangements, will be made available on the Symposium
webpage.

Enquiries concerning the Joint Event may be addressed to:

Division of Capacity Development (CD)

Department of Science, Services and Capacity Development (SSCD)

World Meteorological Organization (WMO)

Email: tra@wmo.int


https://en.nia.gov.cn/n147418/n147463/c183390/content.html
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