
 

To: Permanent Representatives of Members with WMO 

cc: Hydrological Advisers 
 

Our ref.: 17111/2020/I/ES/Data-Conf-prep-workshops 15 September 2020 

Annex: 1 (updated flyer)  

Subject: Announcement of seven preparatory workshops and consultations prior to 
the WMO Data Conference, 16-19 November 2020, online only 

Action required: (1) To note the revised date, time and online location for the Data 
Conference 

(2) To distribute the announcement to interested parties and to register 
for the workshops 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

Further to our announcement on 16 July 2020, I wish to confirm that the World 
Meteorological Organization (WMO) Data Conference will be held online only from 16 to  
19 November 2020 from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. CET on each day. Further information can be found 
at the WMO Data Conference website. The updated flyer can be found in the Annex. 

In preparation for the Conference, a schedule of workshops and stakeholder 
consultations have been prepared. You are invited to participate in the sessions that match 
your interest and expertise. For more information and to register, please use the Data 
Conference website.  

24 
September 
2020 

Theme 1; Workshop; 
“Changing landscape of 
weather, climate and water 
data” 

Data exchange in the 1960s and today; what 
has changed and what will need to change? 

WMO data policy for Members or for their 
NMHSs? 

7 October 
2020 

Theme 2; Workshop; 
“Business models and data 
policy issues” 

External views on WMO data policy; what works 
and does not work? Increasing the amount of 
data available to all users; policy as enabler and 
as a roadblock  

14 October 
2020 

Theme 3; Workshop; “Filling 
the gaps in global data 
coverage” 

Strengths and weaknesses of the efforts of 
WMO to address this? GBON/SOFF paradigm; 
extensions to other domains and disciplines? 
Access to prediction and analysis products 

19 October 
2020 

Stakeholder Consultation 1; 
Hydrological data and WMO 
Data Policy – Interpretation 
available  

The role of data exchange and of WMO data 
policy for hydrology. The implications of moving 
towards earth system monitoring and prediction 

https://meetings.wmo.int/WMO-Data-Conference
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21 October 
Stakeholder Consultation 2; 

WMO use of research funded data. Research 
2020 

Research data and WMO 
access to operational data 

data policy 

23 October 
Stakeholder Consultation 3; Role of satellite data in WMO. Ensuring 

2020 
Satellite data and WMO equitable access to critical observations. Role of 
Data Policy private sector satellite data. 

28 October 
Theme 4; Workshop; "Data Earth system prediction as a policy driver. Data 

2020 
exchange for Earth System requirements and data maturity. Moving from 
Monitoring and Prediction" requirements to policy. 

The online meetings will feature keynote speakers followed by a moderated 
discussion with the opportunity for participation. The workshops and consultations will take 
place online from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. CET and will be held in English, with the exception of the 
first stakeholder consultation regarding Hydrological data where there will be two time 
schedules to allow full regional participation, and interpretation in English, French, Russian and 

Spanish will be made available. Full details of the agenda for each workshop and consultation 
can be found at the WMO Data Conference website. 

This event is for representatives from WMO Members, space agencies, the private 
sector, global data users, academia, development partner organizations, other United Nations 
(UN) agencies and international organizations and other interested individuals. 

I should be grateful if you could make this announcement widely known within your 
respective Service and beyond. 

Yours faithfully, 

Dr Wenjian Zhang 
for the Secretary-General 

https://meetings.wmo.int/WMO-Data-Conference/SitePages/Conference%20Scheme.aspx


 

 

17111/2020/I/ES/Data-Conf-prep-workshops, ANNEX 

 
  



ANNEX, p. 2 

 

 


