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Subject : National Focal Points for WMO Publication No. 9, Volume A and OSCAR/ 
Surface 

Action required: 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

To nominate an expert from your Service to serve as a National Foca l Point 
for OSCAR/Surface, or to update the contact details of your existing 
OSCAR/Surface focal points using the attached nomination form, as soon 
as possible, but preferably not later than 17 May 2017 

I wish to refer to the letter PR-6890 our ref.: OBS/WIGOS/PO/OSCAR, dated 
26 February 2016, announcing the launch of the Surface-based component of the Observing 
Systems Capability Analysis and Review Tool (OSCAR/Surface), which replaced WMO 
Publication No. 9, Volume A (Vol. A). In this letter, you were kindly requested to nominate a 
National Focal Point (NFP) for OSCAR/Surface who would be authorized to mainta in your 
country/territory's observing stations metadata , as well as to delegate access rights in the 
system . The Terms of Reference of NFPs for OSCAR/Surface are specified in Annex 1. 

About one year after operational implementation of OSCAR/Surface, the Secretariat 
is updating the list of the focal points, and from now on, will only be communicating with the 
OSCAR/Surface NFPs. In this regard, I wish to invite you to review the current list of NFPs 
(Annex 2): 

(a) If your Service has designated focal points for both Vol. A and OSCAR/ 
Surface, and if you wish to nominate someone else as a new focal point for 
OSCAR/Surface, you are kindly requested to update their contact details by 
completing the nomination form again; 

(b) If your Service has nominated a focal point only for Vol. A, you are requested 
to nominate a focal point for OSCAR/Surface; in the absence of feedback 
from you by 17 May 2017, the focal point for Vol . A will automatically 
become the focal point for OSCAR/Surface and will be given privileges to 
make changes in OSCAR/Surface concerning metadata of observing stations 
of your country/territory; or 

(c) If you have not yet nominated a focal point for OSCAR/Surface, you are 
kindly requested to nominate an expert from your Service as a focal point for 
OSCAR/Surface. 

To: Permanent Representatives (or Directors of Meteorological or Hydrometeorological 
Services) of Members of WMO 

cc: Hydrological Advisers to Permanent Representatives 
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For this purpose, kindly complete the attached nomination form (Annex 3) and 
send your nomination to the WMO Secretariat, as soon as possible, but preferably not later 
than 17 May 2017. 

I look forward to working closely with your NFP for OSCAR/Surface in keeping the 
observing stations metadata records of your country/territory up-to-date in OSCAR/Surface 
and I wish to thank you for your continued support in promoting the Programmes and 
activities of WMO . 

Yours faithfully, 

~~~ 
for the Secretary-General 
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NATIONAL FOCAL POINT FOR OSCAR/SURFACE, TERMS OF REFERENCE 

The National Focal Point (NFP) for the OSCAR/Surface shall provide linkages between the Member 
country/territory and the WMO Secretariat to ensure that all WIGOS metadata required for the 
OSCAR database regarding the observing systems operated and maintained by the country/ 
territory are recorded, entered into OSCAR and updated as needed. 

In this respect, the NFP shall: 

1. Liaise with the National WIGOS FP in the country/territory to ensure that all the 
operators of the relevant observing systems in the country/territory are aware of OSCAR 
and ready to make the required metadata routinely available to OSCAR; 

2. Coordinate user account creation in OSCAR for the people accredited, to manage within 
OSCAR the relevant metadata from the country/territory; 

3. Promulgate the WMO technical regulations relevant to OSCAR, as well as the guidance 
and training materials for an adequate use of OSCAR; 

4. Make all efforts to ensure that all accredited users of OSCAR are well trained to make the 
right use of the editing tools available in OSCAR; 

5. Promote, in collaboration with WMO Secretariat, and in compliance with the required 
standards, the use of automatic, or semi-automatic, machine-to-machine transfer of 
information for insertion/updates of metadata within OSCAR, from the relevant observing 
systems of the Member country/territory; 

6. Work closely with the established Regional WIGOS Centre (RWC) of the Region/subregion; 

7. Upon request, provide the Secretariat and the RWC with an overview of the country/ 
territory WIGOS metadata status in OSCAR; 

8. Take, without any delay, actions in order to correct any erroneous and/or missing 
metadata identified in OSCAR, regarding the Member country/territory observing systems; 

9. Collaborate with the relevant WMO working bodies and the Secretariat to perform the 
critical review and gap analysis at national and regional levels, using the OSCAR/Analysis 
tool. 
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CURRENT LIST OF THE NATIONAL FOCAL POINTS FOR Vol. A AND OSCAR/SURFACE 
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Country Focal point for Vol. A Focal point for OSCAR/Surface 
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13901/2017 /0BS/WIGOS/OSD/OSCAR/Surface, ANNEX 3 

NOMINATION OF NATIONAL FOCAL POINT FOR MATTERS RELATED TO 
OSCAR/SURFACE 

The Permanent Representative of ............................... nominates the following person as 
NATIONAL FOCAL POINT for OSCAR/Surface: 

1. Family name: 

2. First name(s): 

3. Business address: 

Telephone: 

Fax: 

E-mail: 

4. Present position and type of responsibility: 

Date: ............................. . 
Signature of Permanent Representative 

To be completed and returned to the WMO Secretariat. 

The Secretary-General 
World Meteorological Organization 
Case Postale No. 2300 
CH-1211 Geneva 2, 
SWITZERLAND 
E-mail: wmo@wmo.int 
Fax: +41 22 730 81 81 


