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02683/2021/CSG/EXR/NOMINATION/CO-V-P/SERCOM-1(Il), ANNEX

Relevant General Regulations and Rules
of Procedure of Technical Commissions

Basic Documents No. 1
General Regulations of the World Meteorological Organization

V. Technical Commissions
Composition
REGULATION 143

Technical commissions shall be composed of technical experts in the fields covered by the terms of
reference of the commission. The designation of technical experts to participate in the activities of a technical
commission shall be by the Permanent Representative, in consultations

with the Hydrological Adviser (as relates to experts in hydrology), of the Member represented on the
commission, and by the competent authority of the United Nations or other international organization with
which the Organization has concluded arrangements or agreements. After the establishment of the technical
commission by Congress, Permanent

Representatives and relevant international organizations will be invited to designate experts (update existing
designations) according to the required expertise. Designations by Permanent Representatives shall be
through the WMO Community Platform. Designations by the organizations shall be through the Secretariat,
which should validate designations and enter them into the WMO Community Platform. These experts will
form the WMO Expert Network from which the composition of commissions’ subsidiary bodies will be drawn.

Officers
REGULATION 144

Only technical experts designated by Members with voting rights in accordance with Regulation 143 shall be
eligible for election as president or vice-president(s) of a commission.

Rules of Procedure for Technical Commissions
3. Officers

3.1 Each commission shall elect its officers, president and co-vice-presidents, in accordance with Article
19 of the Convention. Elections should be conducted at ordinary sessions of the commission.

Note: In interpretation of Article 19 of the Convention, the office of vice-president of a multi-disciplinary commission can
be shared by up to three co-vice-presidents.

3.2 Technical experts designated by Members with voting rights and represented on the commission in
accordance with Regulation 143 shall be eligible for election as president or vice-president.

3.3 The term of office of the officers should be from the end of the ordinary session until the end of the
next ordinary session at which an election of that officer is to be held. They can be re-elected in accordance
with Regulation 10.

3.4 The duties of the president of the commission are provided in Regulation 145.

35 The commission may elect up to three co-vice-presidents who should normally cover the different
subjects of the scientific and technical fields in the terms of reference of the commission, with due
consideration of regional and gender balance. In case that the terms of reference of a commission include
operational hydrology, at least one officer (president or a co-vice-president) should have a background in
hydrology.
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3.6 The duties of the co-vice-presidents should be: (a) To act on behalf of the president when delegated
by the president or when the president is not available to carry out his/her duties; (b) To coordinate subject
matters in a defined domain of expertise pertinent to the scope and terms of reference of the commission.

3.7 In case that the president or one of the co-vice-presidents of the commission resigns or is not able to
carry out the functions of the office, a replacement should be arranged as soon as possible following relevant
procedures in the General Regulations.

Note: Regulations 10 to 15 will be applied in the case that the commission has only one vice-president.

3.8 If the commission has elected more than one vice-president, the commission shall determine which
of the co-vice-presidents should serve as acting president in accordance with Regulation 11.




