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KEY OUTCOMES RELEVANT TO METEOROLOGICAL MARITIME SAFETY,

FROM IMO MEETINGS IN 2023

Key outcomes for METAREAS, from IMO NCSR 10:

Revisions to the Maritime Service (MS) descriptions for which WMO is the domain
responsible body, namely MS13 (Ice navigation information) and MS14
(Meteorological information)

Developments in the Global Maritime Distress and Safety System (GMDSS) satellite
services, including revisions to the Joint IMO/IHO/WMQO Manual on MSI, the Iridium
SafetyCast service manual and a report on the AG-WWMIWS-SubC meeting

Progress on development of performance standards for the digital navigation data
system (NAVDAT), which may initially supplement the current NAVTEX service,
however numerous actions, requirements and policy decisions were identified
related to its recognition for use in the GMDSS

Re-establishment of the Correspondence Group (CG) on the revision of IMO
resolution A.1001(25) - Criteria for the provision of mobile satellite communication
services in the GMDSS - to continue work on the requirements and criteria to be
achieved for new applications to become a mobile satellite service for use in the
GMDSS, and with a view to reporting to NCSR 11 in June 2024

With respect to the report of the CG on Dissemination of MSI and SAR-related
Information, it was agreed that:

o The development of an interoperable application programming interface (API)
was a suitable technical approach for dissemination of MSI and SAR-related
information over multiple recognized mobile satellite services (RMSS)

o There was no technical system or arrangement in place between RMSS for
transfer or exchange of information, nor were there any agreements in place
for broadcast cost sharing or distribution between information providers and
RMSS nor between each RMSS

o Clarification was required on the decision made at MSC 105 on the use of all
RMSS and the timescale intended and that no amendments to the Terms of
Reference of the IMO EGC Coordinating Panel should be made until this
clarification was received

o Any revisions to IMO resolutions A.707(17) and A.1001(25) should be aligned
and that revisions should remain compatible with International
Telecommunication Union (ITU)-T Recommendation D.90

o After reviewing and refining the seven proposed options to address cost
implications for information providers; it was decided that:

o Option 1, the current state, should be the position from which
further considerations were made; and

o Option 7, the option for Flag states to fund the dissemination of
MSI and SAR-related information on a pro-rata basis, was not
supported and removed from the list of options for consideration.

o Before further progress could be made, various policy issues needed to be
addressed and subsequent direction provided; and
o It was agreed that there was no need to re-establish the CG at this meeting.

Key Outcomes from IMO MSC 107

The revised Iridium SafetyCast service manual was approved for publication with an
operational date of 1 July 2023.
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