
A   los Representantes Permanentes de los Miembros ante la OMM que no están representados en las 

comisiones técnicas (distribución limitada) 

Nuestra ref.: 16917/2022/I/SG/Commissions-Membership 5 de agosto de 2022

Anexos: 2 (disponibles en inglés solamente) 

Asunto: Composición de las comisiones técnicas de la OMM 

Finalidad: Considerar la composición de las comisiones técnicas de la OMM y notificarla al 

Secretario General 

Estimado señor/Estimada señora: 

Quisiéramos referirnos a las cartas del Secretario General dirigidas a los Ministros 

de Relaciones Exteriores con copia a los Representantes Permanentes: 

1) con fecha 8 de agosto de 2019 (ref.: 20630/2019/CER/New-Technical-

Commissions) en la que se solicitó la notificación de la composición de las

comisiones técnicas;

2) con fecha 12 de julio de 2022 (ref.: 14920/2022/S/CS/SERCOM-2/INFCOM-2)

en la que se notificó la fecha de la segunda reunión de la Comisión de

Aplicaciones y Servicios Meteorológicos, Climáticos, Hidrológicos y
Medioambientales Conexos (SERCOM, del 17 al 21 de octubre de 2022) y de

la segunda reunión de la Comisión de Observaciones, Infraestructura y
Sistemas de Información (INFCOM, del 24 al 28 de octubre de 2022) y se

solicitó oficialmente la designación de los delegados que participarían en las

reuniones.

Conforme a lo dispuesto en la regla 141 b) y el artículo 19 b) del Convenio de la 

Organización Meteorológica Mundial (OMM) (Documentos fundamentales No 1, OMM-No 15), los 
Miembros tienen derecho a estar representados en las comisiones técnicas y, en consecuencia, 

a asistir a sus reuniones, a votar y a proponer candidatos para el cargo de presidente. Su 

gobierno deberá informar al Secretario General de su intención, al menos, 60 días antes de la 
reunión, es decir, el 17 de agosto de 2022. A este respecto, si aún no lo ha hecho, le 

agradeceríamos que le indicase al Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores de su país que envíe una 
carta al Secretario General en la que su Gobierno indique si tiene la intención de estar 

representado en una o en ambas comisiones técnicas. 

Si decide formar parte de una o de las dos comisiones técnicas, tenga en cuenta 
que, de conformidad con la Resolución 27 (EC-73) — Reglas que rigen el pago de los gastos de 

viaje y las dietas de las personas que no pertenecen al personal de la Organización 

Meteorológica Mundial, se dispone de una cantidad limitada de fondos destinados a los 
delegados principales de los países de ingreso bajo y los miembros de las comisiones, para el 

reembolso, previa solicitud, de los gastos de transporte o para el pago de las dietas (ambos 
gastos en el caso de los países menos adelantados) con el fin de asistir a las reuniones de las 

comisiones técnicas. 

https://library.wmo.int/doc_num.php?explnum_id=11189#page=81
https://library.wmo.int/doc_num.php?explnum_id=11189#page=24
https://library.wmo.int/index.php?lvl=notice_display&id=14587
https://library.wmo.int/doc_num.php?explnum_id=11030#page=505
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Le agradeceríamos su consideración sobre este asunto. 

Le saludan atentamente. 
 

 

   
Dra. Elena Manaenkova y Dr. Wenjian Zhang 

por el Secretario General 
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8 August 2019 

Annex: 1 

Subject: Membership of New Technical Commissions 

Action required: Notify the Secretary-General of Membership in Technical Commissions 
by 9 September 2019 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

I have the honour to advise you that the recently concluded Eighteenth World 
Meteorological Congress adopted Resolution 7(Cg-18) on the Establishment of WMO technical 
commissions for the eighteenth financial period. These have been agreed as: 

(1) Commission for Observation, Infrastructure and Information Systems 
(Infrastructure Commission), with terms of reference provided in the Annex 
under heading A; and 

(2) Commission for Weather, Climate, Water and Related Environmental Services 
and Applications (Services Commission), with terms of reference provided in 
the Annex under heading B. 

Further to this, Congress adopted Resolution 75 (Cg-18) regarding the 
Amendments to the General Regulations of the World Meteorological Organization, in which the 
provisions of new Regulation 180 (b) indicate that the Members shall normally notify the 
Secretary-General on which commissions they intend to be represented. Such notification 
should normally be sent within 90 days after closure of the session of Congress and not later 
than 60 days before the ordinary session of the commission concerned. 

In this respect, I wish to invite you to indicate by 9 September 2019 the Technical 
Commission(s) on which your Government intends to be represented. Opportunity will be 
provided to your Government to make nominations of qualified technical experts to contribute 
to the work of each of the commissions at a later time. 

A copy of this letter is being sent to the Permanent Representative of your country 
with the World Meteorological Organization as well as Permanent Missions of your country in 
Geneva. 

Yours faithfully, 

To: Ministers of Foreign Affairs of Member States of the World Meteorological Organization 



 

 

20630/2019/CER/New-Technical-Commissions, ANNEX 

TERMS OF REFERENCE OF TECHNICAL COMMISSIONS 

A. Commission for Observation, Infrastructure and Information Systems  

General mandate 

The overall scope and specific terms of reference for the Commission for Observation, 
Infrastructure and Information Systems (Infrastructure Commission) shall be in accordance 
with the purposes of the Organization defined in Article 2 of the Convention, in particular, 
items (a) through (c) and (e), and Regulations 180 to 196 of the General Regulations. 

The Commission shall contribute to: the development and implementation of globally 
coordinated systems for acquiring, processing, transmitting and disseminating Earth system 
observations, and related standards; the coordination of the production and use of 
standardized analysis and model forecast fields; and the development and implementation of 
sound data and information management practices for all WMO Programmes and their 
associated application and services areas. 

The work of the Commission shall encompass all approved WMO application areas, as listed in 
the Rolling Review of Requirements, as well as updated and emerging observing, information 
and infrastructure requirements. 

The Commission shall promote the development of integrated systems to cover all application 
areas wherever possible, and shall ensure that these systems: 

(a) Are user-driven and provide Earth system observations, processed data and relevant 
services, products and information to Members; 

(b) Are applicable, accessible and with life-cycle management across the full range of WMO 
Members; 

(c) Are built on a modular and scalable principle to the extent possible; 

(d) Make full use of existing WMO and other relevant standards and regulations; 

(e) Make use of and promote public-private engagement where advantageous; 

(f) Incorporate state-of-the-art optimal and fit-for-purpose technology; 

(g)  Are based on user requirements developed in coordination with the Services Commission 
and the Research Board; 

(h) Are building upon existing partnerships and networks among communities of practice 
within the service areas, which are beneficial for WMO Members. 

The activities of the Commission shall be guided by the WMO Strategic Plan. 
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Specific terms of reference 

(a) Development and maintenance of WMO normative material related to integrated 
observing systems, data transmission and dissemination systems, data management 
systems, and data processing and forecast systems as specified in WMO Technical 
Regulations – the Commission shall: 

(i) Coordinate the development of new systems and infrastructure-related regulatory 
material in all application areas of its scope; 

(ii) Promote and pursue the integration of existing regulatory material; 

(iii) Keep regulatory material up-to-date through regular amendments, as necessary; 

(iv) Ensure the consistency of new and amended regulatory material across the 
application areas; 

(v) Consider relevant scientific and technological developments to ensure the currency 
of the regulatory material; 

(vi) Together with the Services Commission and the Research Board, coordinate linking 
science, infrastructure and services interactively; 

(vii) Accompany each recommendation for new and amended regulatory material with 
its own impact, cost-benefit, and risk analysis; 

(b) Common infrastructure and systems attributes – the Commission shall: 

(i) Promote a culture of compliance with standards and relevant regulatory material 
among all Members; 

(ii) Further develop and promote the use of the Rolling Review of Requirements (RRR) 
for the assessment of user requirements, the assessment of available capabilities, 
and the development of gap mitigation strategies in order to further improve the 
overall systems capabilities of WMO; 

(iii) Develop and promote a unified approach to data management across all disciplines 
and WMO application areas; 

(iv) Develop common methodologies for quality assurance of observations and other 
data products across all application areas; 

(v) Actively seek engagement from Earth system observational data providers from all 
relevant government entities, international organizations, the private sector, and 
academia. 

(c) Assistance to Members to enhance systems capabilities and enable effective 
implementation and compliance – the Commission shall: 

(i) Consult with regional associations and Members to identify need for improvement in 
observing, data transmission and data management capabilities services and 
develop the required implementation strategies; 

(ii) Consult with regional associations to identify experts who can participate in 
technical commission teams, to facilitate the implementation and uptake of evolving 
technical systems, standards and regulations at national and regional levels; 

(iii) Facilitate the regional and national implementation of systems under its remit by 
developing guidance material aligned with new and amended regulatory material; 
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(iv) In consultation with the regional associations, identify Members’ needs for 
assistance in improving their capabilities and providing relevant guidance and 
capacity building, including training; 

(v) Propose pilot and demonstration projects as necessary; 

(vi) Facilitate the transfer of knowledge by supporting relevant events and through 
communication and outreach activities; 

(vii) Provide standards and regulations for the basic measurement of variables 
characterizing water quantity, quality and sediments;  

(viii)  Support the technical aspects of the Hydrological Status and Outlook System and 
the state of the water report;  

(d) Cooperation and partnership – the Commission shall: 

(i) Establish a close coordination and efficient working mechanisms with the 
Commission for Weather, Climate, Water and Related Environmental Services and 
Applications (Services Commission), relevant international organizations in the area 
of meteorological, hydrological, climatological and other environmental 
observations, information and infrastructure; 

(ii) Establish and maintain close collaboration and coordination with WMO co-sponsored 
systems and programmes, and other major international observing programmes 
and initiatives; 

(iii) Establish in collaboration with the Research Board consultative mechanisms with 
relevant scientific and operational user organizations to receive feedback and 
advice on systems capabilities; 

(iv) Seek opportunities for leveraging resources through the establishment of joint, 
including inter-agency, bodies and projects addressing common areas of system 
development. 

Composition 

The composition of the Commission shall be in accordance with General Regulation 183. 

Participation of leading technical experts in Earth system observations, information 
management and prediction in the fields of meteorology, hydrology, climatology, 
oceanography, atmospheric environment and other fields covered by the terms of reference 
shall be ensured by Members. 

UN, international organization partners, and private partners of WMO may be invited to 
nominate technical experts in their areas of expertise to participate in the work of the 
Commission in accordance with General Regulation 183 (as amended by Resolution 75 (Cg-18)). 

Working procedures 

The Commission shall elect a president and up to three co-vice-presidents among the experts 
on the Commission and determine which of the co-vice-presidents should serve as Acting 
President in accordance with General Regulation 12. 

The Commission shall establish effective and efficient working mechanisms and related 
necessary time-limited subsidiary bodies: 

(a) Establish effective and efficient working mechanisms through an adequate number of 
subsidiary bodies; 
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(b) Make an effective use of a broad community of practice encompassing Members’ 
collective expertise, including the private and academia sectors; 

(c) Establish a work programme with concrete deliverables and timelines, aligned with the 
Organization-wide Strategic and Operating Plan and monitor progress regularly using 
appropriate performance indicators and targets for reporting to the Executive Council and 
Congress; 

(d) Use electronic forms of coordination and collaboration effectively; 

(e) Establish effective coordination with other technical commissions, the Research Board, 
the Joint WMO-IOC Collaborative Board and other relevant bodies in particular through 
the Executive Council’s Technical Coordination Committee (TCC), as appropriate; 

(f) Organize effective communication and outreach to inform the WMO community of 
ongoing work, achievements and opportunities; 

(g) Apply a system for the recognition of achievements, promotion of innovation and the 
participation of young professionals; 

(h) Ensure regional and gender balance and inclusiveness in all its structures and work plans; 

(i) Ensure adequate representation and consultation with communities of practice among 
the service areas. 

B. Commission for Weather, Climate, Water and Related Environmental 
Services and Applications  

General mandate 

The overall scope and specific terms of reference of the Commission for Weather, Climate, 
Water and Related Environmental Services and Applications (Services Commission shall be in 
accordance with the purposes of the Organization defined in Article 2 of the Convention, in 
particular, items (d) and (e); Regulations 180 to 196 of the General Regulations. 

The Commission shall contribute to the development and implementation of globally 
harmonized weather-, climate-, water-, ocean- and environment-related services and 
applications to enable informed decision-making and the realization of socioeconomic benefits 
by all user communities and society as a whole. 

The Commission shall encompass application areas with substructures as needed to implement 
the WMO Strategic Plan including, but not limited to: 

(a) Regulated and existing meteorological services (covered by WMO Technical Regulations 
(WMO-No. 49), in accordance with General Terms of Reference 2): 

(i) aeronautical meteorological services; 

(ii) marine and oceanographic meteorological services; 

(iii) agrometeorological services; 

(iv) public weather services; 

(v) climatological services; 

(vi) hydrological services;  
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(b) Emerging services under development (currently the subject of studies and evaluation for 
possible inclusion in regulated services, in accordance with General Terms of 
Reference 1): 

(i) urban services; 

(ii) environmental services; 

(iii) multi-hazard early warning services; 

(iv) polar and high mountain area services; 

(v) health; 

(vi) energy; 

(vii) food security  

(viii) water management;  

(ix) land transportation; 

(x) others, as may become necessary. 

(c) Potential category for hydrological services. 

The Commission shall promote a holistic approach to services and service delivery and assist 
Members to apply: 

(a) Risk-based decision-making in support of disaster risk preparedness and reduction; 

(b) A service-oriented culture; 

(c) A strong user focus with ‘fit-for-purpose’ services; 

(d) Quality management in service delivery; 

(e) Standards for competence and qualification of personnel; 

(f) Mutually-beneficial public-private engagement providing optimized service delivery and 
added value to society; 

(g) Accelerated uptake of advanced technology for service delivery; 

(h) Systematic evaluation of socioeconomic benefits and other relevant market-oriented 
evaluations of products and services. 

The activities of the Commission shall be guided by the WMO Strategic Plan and the WMO 
Strategy for Service Delivery. 

Specific terms of reference 

(a) Development and maintenance of WMO normative material related to service delivery, as 
specified in WMO Technical Regulations, the Commission shall: 

(i) Coordinate the development of new service-oriented regulatory material in all 
application areas of its scope based on identified needs of Members; 
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(ii) Keep the regulatory material up-to-date through regular amendments, as 
necessary; 

(iii) Ensure the consistency of new and amended regulatory material across the 
application areas; 

(iv) Enhance capacity for prediction and service delivery; 

(v) Consider relevant scientific and technological developments to ensure the currency 
of the regulatory material; 

(vi)  Together with the Infrastructure Commission and the Research Board, coordinate 
linking science, infrastructure and services interactively; 

(vii) Accompany each recommendation for new and amended regulatory material with 
its own impact, cost-benefit, and risk analysis. 

(b) Common service delivery attributes – the Commission shall: 

(i) Promote a service-oriented culture in all relevant application areas including 
customer focus, quality management, as well as an understanding of the value and 
socioeconomic benefits; 

(ii) Share best practices and develop harmonized methodologies for user engagement 
including the identification of requirements and the establishment of feedback 
mechanisms with users necessary for the continuous improvement of services; 

(iii) Develop methodologies for impact-based products and services in all application 
areas, innovative service delivery methods and integrated platforms; 

(iv) Ensure the harmonization of requirements for the competencies and qualifications 
of personnel involved in service delivery; 

(v) Develop a common methodology for the verification and validation of information 
and service delivery as part of quality management; 

(vi) Build, through appropriate studies and projects, a better understanding of the 
economics of service delivery, cost-recovery mechanisms, commercial and market 
elements, and develop respective guidance for Members; 

(vii) Seek the engagement of service providers from the private sector and academia; 

(viii) Promote global and regional partnerships, including building upon existing 
partnerships and networks among communities of practice among the service areas, 
which are beneficial for WMO Members. 

(c) Assistance to Members to enhance service delivery capabilities and enable effective 
implementation and compliance – the Commission shall: 

(i) Consult with regional associations and Members to identify needs for new and 
improved services and analyse related capabilities, and best practices; 

(ii) Consult with regional associations to identify experts who can participate in 
technical commission teams, to facilitate the implementation and uptake of evolving 
services and applications, standards and regulations at national and regional levels; 

(iii) Facilitate implementation by developing guidance material aligned with the 
promulgation of new and amended regulatory material; 
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(iv) In consultation with the regional associations, identify Members’ needs for 
assistance in improving their capabilities and providing relevant guidance and 
capacity-development activities, including training;  

(v) Propose pilot and demonstration projects as necessary; 

(vi) Facilitate the transfer of knowledge and best practices by supporting relevant 
events and through communication and outreach activities. 

(d) Cooperation and partnership – the Commission shall: 

(i) Establish close coordination and efficient working mechanisms with relevant 
international organizations such as ICAO, IMO and FAO, in the area of service 
delivery; 

(ii) Establish consultative mechanisms with user organizations to receive feedback and 
advice on services; 

(iii) Consider opportunities for leveraging resources through the establishment of joint, 
including inter-agency, bodies and/or projects addressing common areas of service 
delivery. 

Composition 

The composition of the Commission shall be in accordance with General Regulation 183. 

Participation of leading technical experts in services and applications in the field of 
meteorology, climatology, hydrology, ocean and the other fields covered by these terms of 
reference shall be ensured by Members. 

UN, international organizations and private sector partners of WMO may be invited to nominate 
technical experts in their areas of expertise to participate in the work of the Commission in 
accordance with General Regulation 183 (as amended by Resolution 75 (Cg-18). 

Working procedures 

The Commission shall elect a president and up to three co-vice-presidents among the experts 
on the Commission and determine which of the co-vice-presidents should serve as Acting 
President in accordance with General Regulation 12. 

The Commission shall establish effective and efficient working mechanisms and related 
necessary time-limited subsidiary bodies: 

(a) Establish effective and efficient working mechanisms through an adequate number of 
subsidiary bodies; 

(b) Make an effective use of a broad community of practice encompassing Members’ 
collective expertise, including the private and academia sectors; 

(c) Establish a work programme with concrete deliverables and timelines, aligned with the 
Organization-wide Strategic and Operating Plan and monitor progress regularly using 
appropriate performance indicators and targets for reporting to the Executive Council and 
Congress; 

(d) Use electronic forms of coordination and collaboration effectively; 
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(e) Establish effective coordination with other technical commissions, the Research Board, 
the Joint WMO-IOC Collaborative Board and other relevant bodies, in particular through 
the Executive Council’s TCC, as appropriate; 

(f) Organize effective communication and outreach to inform the WMO community of 
ongoing work, achievements and opportunities; 

(g) Apply a system for the recognition of achievements, promotion of innovation and the 
participation of young professionals; 

(h) Ensure regional and gender balance and inclusiveness in all its structures and work plans; 

(i) Ensure adequate representation and consultation with communities of practice among 
the service areas. 

 

 

________________ 

 



 

To: Ministers of Foreign Affairs of Members of the World Meteorological Organization 

cc:  Permanent Missions to the United Nations Office and other International Organizations in Geneva 
 Permanent Representatives of Members with WMO 
 Hydrological Advisers 

Our ref.: 14920/2022/S/CS/SERCOM-2/INFCOM-2 12 July 2022 

Subject: Notification of the date of the second sessions of the Commission for 
Weather, Climate, Water and Related Environmental Services and 
Applications (SERCOM-2) and of the Commission for Observation, 
Infrastructure and Information Systems (INFCOM-2) 

Action required: (1) To nominate delegates to participate in the sessions and arrange for 
their credentials 

 (2) To pre-register delegates to the online Event Registration System 
(ERS) 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

I have the honour to inform you that the second session of the Commission for 
Weather, Climate, Water and Related Environmental Services and Applications (SERCOM-2) 
will be held in Geneva, Switzerland, from 17 to 21 October 2022, followed by the second 
session of the Commission for Observation, Infrastructure and Information Systems 
(INFCOM-2) from 24 to 28 October 2022. In the weekend between the two sessions, a 
conference on the theme “The Weather, Climate and Water Emergency — Early Warning 
Systems for All” will be an opportunity to examine the Early Warning System value cycle and 
its component parts in more detail with a view to developing ideas on how to collectively 
address these to respond to the challenging commitment, made by the Secretary-General of 
the United Nations earlier this year, that every person on Earth will be protected by early 
warning systems (EWS) within five years. The participation of all actors in the global weather 
enterprise is encouraged, including the ‘Big Tech’ companies. 

Both sessions of the Technical Commissions and the Technical Conference will be 
held as physical meetings with the possibility of online participation. In this regard, I would like 
to encourage you to include in your delegation(s) experts from relevant fields of expertise that 
are of particular importance for your country/territory and to pay specific attention to the 
necessary expertise in the weather, climate and hydrology domains. In addition, WMO General 
Regulation 20 (Basic documents No. 1 (WMO-No. 15)) requests Members to provide 
credentials for their delegations for the sessions with a clear indication of the principal delegate 
and his/her alternate, noting that for technical commission sessions, the Secretary-General 
may accept the credentials of persons who are part of the Member’s delegation provided that 
those credentials have been signed by the Member’s Permanent Representative with WMO (in 
consultation with the Member’s Hydrological Adviser in the case of hydrological experts). In 
this connection, I should welcome in due course the credentials of your delegations, signed by, 
or on behalf of, an appropriate governmental authority of the Member, specifying whether they 
are valid for SERCOM-2, INFCOM-2, or both sessions. 

I would like to draw your attention to the fact that, following Resolution 27 (EC-73) — 
Rules governing the payment of travel expenses and subsistence allowances in respect of 
non-staff members of WMO, a limited amount of funds is available for principal delegates 

https://library.wmo.int/index.php?lvl=notice_display&id=14206#.X4cHAdAzZPY
https://library.wmo.int/doc_num.php?explnum_id=11008#page=468
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from low income countries, members of the commissions, for the reimbursement, upon 
request, of costs of transportation and/or for the payment of a subsistence allowance for the 
purpose of attending sessions of the technical commissions. 

The provisional annotated agendas for both sessions will be accessible on the 
respective session website: https://meetings.wmo.int/sercom-2 for SERCOM-2 and 
https://meetings.wmo.int/infcom-2 for INFCOM-2.  

In view of their official status with WMO, Permanent Representatives are kindly 
invited to act as focal points for the online registration of their delegations to the INFCOM-2 
and SERCOM-2 sessions. The link to the online Event Registration System (ERS), the 
username and password that were sent to Permanent Representatives by e-mail, remain valid 
for all upcoming WMO meetings. 

Please note that online registration will close on 14 October 2022. For further 
information concerning online pre-registration, please do not hesitate to contact the WMO 
Secretariat by e-mail at: registration@wmo.int.  

Please also note that the submission of information through the online event 
registration system does not exempt Members from the need to provide valid credentials for 
the participating delegation.  

In view of the limited time available during the online session to discuss 
documents, Permanent Representatives and session delegates are invited to provide their 
comments and proposed changes to the documents in advance of the Session via 
plenary@wmo.int, preferably one week before the Session. 

Accept, Sir/Madam, the assurances of my highest consideration. 
 

 

 

Prof. Petteri Taalas 
Secretary-General 

https://meetings.wmo.int/sercom-2
https://meetings.wmo.int/infcom-2
https://eventregistration.wmo.int/register/
mailto:registration@wmo.int
mailto:plenary@wmo.int
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