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Annex: 1 (available in English only)

Subject: Invitation to Participate in the development of Country Case studies for the 2024
"State of Climate Services” WMO flagship report

Dear Sir/Madam,

It is my pleasure to invite you to join hands with the World Meteorological
Organization (WMO) in developing a compelling case study to showcase your country’s
successful example of effective delivery and utilization of climate services and products,
highlighting the associated socioeconomic benefits.

In 2018, at COP24, the Parties to the Paris Agreement (Decision 11/CMA.1)
entrusted WMO, through its Global Framework for Climate Services (GFCS) with the important
task of regularly documenting the State of Climate Services. Responding to this call, WMO and
its partners launched the inaugural "State of Climate Services" report at COP25 in Madrid in
2019. Since then, the report is a growing collaboration involving more than 30 partners and is
published annually. See State of Climate Services.

The 2024 “State of Climate Services"” report will showcase successful examples of
National Meteorological or Hydrological Services (NMHSs) provision or co-production of climate
services and facilitate an exchange of experiences and lessons learned among WMO Members.
The 2024 report will also provide an in-depth analysis of the current state of climate and
weather services (and to some extent the hydro-services), exploring the various components
of the value chain, and documenting the progress made since 2019 (under national budgets
and development projects). The concept note is included in the annex.

For the development of the case studies, WMO will undertake an in-depth desktop
review of relevant materials and structured interviews with experts and practitioners from the
NMHSs as well as with users across several sectors such as agriculture and food security,
water resources, energy, health, and Early Warning Systems, and with development partners.

I genuinely appreciate your consideration of this invitation and I would be grateful if
you could kindly nominate a focal point and transmit the contact information by
22 March 2024 to Ms Veronica Grasso (vgrasso@wmo.int), Coordinator of the State of
Climate Services report series.

To: Permanent Representatives of Members with WMO (Argentina, Australia, Barbados, Belgium,
Cambodia, Ecuador, Ireland, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Maldives, Mauritius, Philippines,
Seychelles, Slovenia, Trinidad and Tobago) (limited distribution)

cc:  Hydrological Advisers
CSIS focal points


https://unfccc.int/decisions?f%5B0%5D=body%3A4099&search2=&order=field_document_attachments_1&sort=asc&page=1
https://library.wmo.int/records/?refine%5bCollection%5d%5b%5d=General+Information%24%24%24State+of+Climate+Services
mailto:vgrasso@wmo.int
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Thank you once again for your time, and we look forward to the possibility of
collaborating with you on this important flagship report.

Yours faithfully,

Prof. Celeste Saulo
Secretary-General
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03521/2024/S/CS, ANNEX

2024 “"STATE OF CLIMATE SERVICES"” REPORT

CONCEPT NOTE

Background

In 2018, the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Paris
Agreement at the twenty-fourth Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change (COP24) invited the World Meteorological Organization (WMO)
through its Global Framework for Climate Services (GFCS) to regularly report on the state of
climate service-related activities with a view to facilitating “the development and application of
methodologies for assessing adaptation needs” (Decision 11/CMA.1). This concept note
provides an overview of the State of Climate Services report series (1.) and proposes the
theme for the 2024 report (2.).

1. State of Climate Services report overview

Since 2019, the annual “State of Climate Services” (SoCS) reports have provided Parties to the
Paris Agreement with a regular update on the capacities of Parties with respect to the
components of the climate services value chain that supports decision-making in climate-
sensitive sectors (Figure 1). The information provided in the SoCS reports help countries,
funding agencies and development partners assess the gaps in the climate services value chain
to achieve improved adaptation and development outcomes at the country level. The sectors,
identified by Parties in their Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCSs) to the Paris
Agreement as top adaptation priorities, include: agriculture; water; disaster risk reduction;
energy and health. Climate Services are explicitly mentioned in the majority of Parties’ NDCS
as a requirement for managing climate risks in these sectors.
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Figure 1 - Climate services delivery value chain?

The five SoCS reports to date have focused on one of these sectors each year:

1. The inaugural 2019 State of Climate Services: Agriculture and Food Security
(WMO-No. 1242), launched at COP25 in Madrid, focused on agriculture and food security.

2. The 2020 State of Climate Services: Risk information and early warning systems

1 2019 State of Climate Services: Agriculture and Food Security (WMO-No. 1242)


https://unfccc.int/decisions?f%5B0%5D=body%3A4099&search2=&order=field_document_attachments_1&sort=asc&page=1
https://library.wmo.int/records/item/56884-2019-state-of-climate-services-agriculture-and-food-security?offset=5
https://library.wmo.int/records/item/56884-2019-state-of-climate-services-agriculture-and-food-security?offset=5
https://library.wmo.int/records/item/57191-2020-state-of-climate-services-risk-information-and-early-warning-systems?offset=4
https://library.wmo.int/doc_num.php?explnum_id=10089
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(WMO-No. 1252), prepared by WMO and 16 partner organizations and initiatives, was
launched at a high-level event on the International Disaster Risk Reduction Day
(13 October).

3. The 2021 State of Climate Services: Water (WMO-No. 1278) was launched on 5 October
with high-level representatives from partner organizations.

4. The 2022 State of Climate Services: Energy (WMO-No. 1301) was launched on
11 October at a press conference.

5.  The 2023 State of Climate Services: Health (WMO-No. 1335) was launched at a high-level launch
event on 2 November, which was followed online by 578 participants and presented at
COP28. The report had excellent coverage by the media and was featured by almost
200 news articles with a potential reach exceeding 30 million on X.

1.1 State of Climate Services reports: outcomes and impacts

The SoCS reports significantly increased the visibility of climate services, WMO and the GFCS
through media but also engaged all major climate finance organizations as well as several
United Nations partners (Figure 2, Figure 3). In addition, the SoCS reports contribute to the
regional State of the Climate reports (Climate policy section) offering further visibility for the
needs and gaps for providing climate services to Members. Through the SoCS, WMO tracks the
progress of Members’ capacities for delivering climate services. For this purpose, a dedicated
Climate Services Dashboard was launched in October 2022 to summarize the analyses
performed in the context of the SoCS reports. The Dashboard provides an up-to-date overview
of the capacities of Members’ National Meteorological and Hydrological Services (NMHS) to
deliver climate services for climate change adaptation and mitigation, based on data collected
from WMO Members thorough the Checklist for Climate Services Implementation. The LinkedIn
post to announce the Dashboard had more than 12 000 views.

The SoCS reports have also supported WMO and partners in raising funds as the baseline
analyses developed though the reports provided a strong justification for the proposals
(i.e. EU Intra-ACP ClimSa (€ 85 million), SDC ENANDES+ (CHF 5.8 million), AF ENANDES
(US$ 7.4 million), EU H2020 Focus Africa (€ 7 million), CREWS Malawi (US$ 3 million)).

The data and analyses performed in the context of the SoCS reports support the monitoring
and evaluation of the WMO Strategic Plan, by tracking the progress of the climate services
indicators of the WMO Strategic Plan.

The SoCS reports inform climate policy and programming decisions. The reports were the basis
for establishing and strengthening partnerships, fundraising, and mainstreaming climate
services into policies and are submitted to COP every year.


https://library.wmo.int/records/item/57630-2021-state-of-climate-services-water?offset=3
https://library.wmo.int/records/item/58116-2022-state-of-climate-services-energy?offset=2
https://library.wmo.int/records/item/68500-2023-state-of-climate-services-health?offset=1
https://public.wmo.int/en/our-mandate/climate/wmo-statement-state-of-global-climate
https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiY2JmYzMzNDYtNmU3ZS00ZTAwLWIyYjAtOTcyMzM0ZDc5NDJiIiwidCI6ImVhYTZiZTU0LTQ2ODctNDBjNC05ODI3LWMwNDRiZDhlOGQzYyIsImMiOjl9
https://etrp.wmo.int/pluginfile.php/25832/mod_resource/content/1/Checklist%20for%20Climate%20Services%20Implementation.pdf
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/veronicagrasso_cop27-climateaction-activity-6988860952980897793-EbyH?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/veronicagrasso_cop27-climateaction-activity-6988860952980897793-EbyH?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop
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|~ Climate services Visibility: Steady increase in online media mentions. Wide
dissemination among WMOQO’s community

Funds raised: The capacity baseline analyses developed as part of the State of Climate
f#f  Services reports supported WMO and partners raise more than 100 M USD, through
successful project proposals development

g Applications of the report, ranging from the development of NAPs and NMHS Strategic
Plans to the design and implementation of projects to policy outreach and reporting

5 Partnership developed and strengthened (this year: 40 partners, 139 contributing)
Core partners (Founding orgs): GCF, GEF, AF, WB, UNDP, CPI

12

Contribution to EW4AIl Finance tracking

Figure 2 - Overview of outcomes of the State of Climate Services reports

Stronger collaboration with FAO
“Addressing the last mile barriers” FAO, WMO joint report

Paved the way to the creation of EW4All initiative

Paved the way to the creation of Water and Climate Coalition
Spin-off for the State of Global Water report

MoUs with IRENA and GEIDCO

Spin-off for the WMO-IRENA joint publication “2022 Year in review: Climate-driven Global
Renewable Energy Potential Resources and Energy Demand” for COP28

) |

WMO IMO-WMO

Figure 3 — Impacts of the State of Climate Services reports and spin-off strategic initiatives

For example, in response to the recommendations in the 2019 State of Climate Services
report, WMO and FAO jointly published the “Global Outlook on Climate Services in Agriculture
Investment Opportunities to Reach the Last Mile” launched in 2021. Furthermore, specific
contents from the 2020 State of Climate Services report on Early Warning Systems (EWS)
were used for the “Early Warning Initiative for All” initiative to address the gap of EWS
coverage (only one in three people are covered by EWS, as highlighted in the 2020 SoCS
report and also in the COP27 Sharm El Sheikh implementation plan (VII para 262)).

2 “Emphasizes the need to address existing gaps in the global climate observing system, particularly in
developing countries, and recognizes that one third of the world, including 60% of Africa, does not have
access to early warning and climate information services”. Decision — /CP.27 Sharm El Sheikh
Implementation Plan (VII - para 26.)


https://www.fao.org/policy-support/tools-and-publications/resources-details/en/c/1469994/
https://www.fao.org/policy-support/tools-and-publications/resources-details/en/c/1469994/
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/cop27_auv_2_cover%20decision.pdf
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/cop27_auv_2_cover%20decision.pdf
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In addition, the findings of the 2021 water report supported the launch of the Climate and
Water Coalition and a new WMO report on the State of Global Water Resources 2021
(WMO-No. 1308) launched on 29 November 2022.

The 2022 State of Climate Services: Energy (WMO-No. 1301) showed how energy is at the
very heart of our response to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the Paris
Agreement on climate change and how weather, water and climate services are essential to
support the much-needed transition. The 2022 SoCS report led to the signing and renewing of
different Memorandums of Understanding (MoUs) between WMO and report partners such as
the International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA) and the Global Energy Interconnection
Development and Cooperation Organization (GEIDCO), key players in the energy sector. A new
MoU with the International Energy Agency (IEA) is also in the pipeline.

The 2022 report also enhanced NMHS engagement in WMO energy-related activities, including
completing the WMO energy survey and foster public-private partnership in the energy sector
through the engagement with the World Energy Council (WEC).

2. 2024 State of Climate Services report: Proposed Theme

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) in its sixth Assessment Report
identifies that human activities, principally through emissions of greenhouse gases, have
unequivocally caused global warming, with global surface temperature reaching 1.1 °C above
1850-1900 in 2011-2020. Widespread and rapid changes in the atmosphere, ocean,
cryosphere and biosphere have occurred. Human-caused climate change is already affecting
many weather and climate extremes across the globe. This has led to widespread adverse
impacts and related losses and damages to nature and people (high confidence). Vulnerable
communities who have historically contributed the least to current climate change are
disproportionately affected (high confidence).?

NMHSs around the world play a critical role in providing climate, weather and water related
information and services for climate change adaptation and mitigation.

The 2024 State of Climate Services report will focus on taking stock of progress of NMHSs’
capacities to develop climate information and services and support climate action over the past
five years, i.e. since the first State of Climate Services report in 2019. The report will
document successful examples and help countries share experiences and learn from each
other.

The 2024 report will document the status of climate services, in the various value chain
components and gaps and needs in WMO Member capacities and progress since the first issue of
the State of Climate Services report (2019). To the extent possible it will report on the status of
investments in improving these systems and services, using information provided by major
climate finance institutions and development partners. It will also aim to showcase examples of
successful delivery and use of climate services, and products and associated socioeconomic
benefits at country level where possible. It will include case studies to document the success
factors that have led to progress. The case studies will be developed through desktop reviews,
structured interactions with experts and practitioners in the countries’ NMHSs and with users in
various sectors (such as agriculture and food security, water resources, energy, health, EWS) and
with international partners’ representatives.

A proposed outline of the report is provided in the appendix. Based on its importance and the
impact of previous reports, the 2024 report is expected to attract a wide audience.

3 AR6 Synthesis Report: Summary for Policymakers Headline Statements (ipcc.ch)


https://library.wmo.int/index.php?lvl=notice_display&id=22168#.Y4mwuHbMI2y
https://library.wmo.int/index.php?lvl=notice_display&id=22168#.Y4mwuHbMI2y
https://library.wmo.int/records/item/58116-2022-state-of-climate-services-energy
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/syr/resources/spm-headline-statements
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Appendix

2024 STATE OF CLIMATE SERVICES REPORT

Section

Short description

Message

From the WMO Secretary-General

Executive Summary

Executive Summary

Data and methods

Data and resources used for the report as well as the
methodology adopted for the analyses

Value

Value of climate services and how they can support Members’
adaptation and mitigation efforts

Global status

e Summary of the WMO State of the Global Climate report

e Status of National Frameworks for Climate Services
worldwide

e Current status of capacities of Members with regard to
providing services for adaptation, and an indication of
which type of products are provided by NMHSs

Priorities and needs

e UNFCCC Party adaptation priorities and need for climate
services (as highlighted in their Nationally Determined
Contributions)

e Gaps in relation to requirements for the various
components of the climate services value chain for
decision-support

Overview of past five
years’ progress

e Overview of NMHS progress in climate services capacities
since 2019, identifying specific good practices and gaps
by region

e Socioeconomic benefits of weather and climate services
and the progress NMHS have made in this regard

Case studies

Real world examples of climate services applications, with a
focus on identifying the socioeconomic benefits derived from
climate services in these areas, to the extent possible,
covering the full value chain from observations to user
decisions and socioeconomic benefits. Case studies will
document the success factors that have led to progress.

Investment

Current funding for adaptation and the portion allocated for
supporting NMHSs and other systems and services, broken
down by region and by financing mechanism and progress
(e.g. Adaptation Fund, Global Environment Facility, Green
Climate Fund, etc.)

10.

Recommendations

Specific recommendations
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