
 

To: Members of the Hydromet Alliance 

Our ref.: 22149/2022/CSG/ME/Hydromet Alliance 20 September 2022 

Annexes: 2  

Subject: Invitation to the Hydromet Alliance meeting on 5 October 2022, WMO 
Headquarters, Geneva 

Dear Members of the Hydromet Alliance, 

I wish to thank you for the collective action that led us to the creation of the 
Systematic Observations Financing Facility (SOFF) and the First Hydromet Gap Report that 
features the Country Hydromet Diagnostics (CHD). 

I am pleased to share with you that SOFF has officially opened its door for business 
with the first Steering Committee that took place in Helsinki on 30 June. SOFF has received 
important financial contributions from funding partners, and more are expected to be 
announced in the coming months. Many of you will be acting as SOFF Implementing Entities 
and we have a consolidated pool of meteorological offices that will act as SOFF peer advisors.  
I am confident that with SOFF we have achieved a crucial milestone to achieve the Hydromet 
Alliance goal of closing the hydromet capacity gap in the weather, climate, hydrological and 
environmental services by 2030. 

In line with the United Nations Secretary-General António Guterres’s initiative to 
“ensure that every person on Earth is protected by early warning systems” within five years, I 
would like to propose a Hydromet Alliance meeting on 5 October 2022 at WMO in Geneva 
(virtual connection will also be possible), and invite a senior representative from your 
Organization to (1) take stock of progress on the Alliance priorities, including an update on 
SOFF and CHD, (2) discuss how best to move ahead as an Alliance in contributing to the UN 
Early Warning System (EWS) initiative, and (3) discuss financial mechanisms that could make 
part of the EWS Executive Action Plan to be presented at COP27. 

The EWS Initiative has received broad support from both developed and developing 
countries, with quickly advancing technical, political, and financial tracks, and a strong focus 
on implementation. The proposed meeting will be an opportunity for the Alliance Members to 
define how to position the role and contributions of the Alliance to the EWS Initiative, including 
participation in the COP27 EWS event (see Concept note in Annex 1). A Joint Alliance 
Statement is provisioned to be published at a side event titled “The Resolve to Act on Early 
Warnings for All”. 

To enhance our Alliance capacities and reinvigorate our collective effort, I have 
strengthened the WMO Cabinet Team with additional resources and staff who will reach out to 
you to discuss the proposed tentative programme presented in Annex 2 and other technical 
arrangements.  

  

https://alliancehydromet.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/Hydromet_Alliance_Gap_Report_v7_LOW_RES.pdf
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 I would appreciate it if you could confirm your availability to attend, or that of a 
senior representative from your Organization, to Mr Paul Egerton (email: pegerton@wmo.int), 
Director of the Cabinet of Secretary-General, and copy Mr Fatih Kaya (email: fkaya@wmo.int), 
WMO Programme Management Officer for Hydromet Alliance. 

I look forward to meeting you all. 

Yours faithfully, 
 

Prof. Petteri Taalas 
Secretary-General 

mailto:email:%20pegerton@wmo.int
mailto:mail:%20fkaya@wmo.int






 

Annex 2 

 

Tentative Programme for the Hydromet Alliance Meeting 
 

Date &Time : 5 October 2022, 14:30 -16:00 (CET) 

Location : Geneva, Switzerland 

Host  : WMO, in Press Room 

Meeting  : Hybrid format; in-person and MS Teams (click for the meeting link)  

 

Tentative Programme 

 

Expected Outcomes 

Introduction by WMO Secretary-General  
Prof. Petteri Taalas 

• Overview of political and technical actions 
related to EWS Executive Action Plan for 
COP27 

Mobilizing the Hydromet Alliance for EWS  

• COP27: The Resolve to Act on Early 
Warnings for All 

• EWS Index 

• Next CHD  

• 2nd GAP Report 

• COP28 

• Agreement to add EWS as an Alliance 
priority, especially in relation to mobilizing 
financial vehicles for coordinated action 

• Agreement to issue a second Hydromet 
Gap Report with a focus on early warning 
systems for a potential launch at COP28 

Open platform; Decisions 

• Thoughts on action, needs to service  

• Alliance+ Working Group  (Structure: 
team, tasks, duties, reporting) 

• Establishment of a task force/working 
group on the development of an index for 
measuring the maturity of early warning 
services 

 

Overview of Alliance Activities 

• SOFF  

• 1st GAP Report 

• CHD 

• Coordinated messaging and effort with 
respect to COP27 EWS event 

 

 

 

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_YWFhOGE1MWItM2NjZS00NjEwLTg2NzQtNjk2MGFiZTkyNmM3%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22eaa6be54-4687-40c4-9827-c044bd8e8d3c%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%223d78f3f7-99b4-46b7-9918-25eeafd16805%22%7d

