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Annexes: 2

Subject: Invitation to the WIGOS Vision Update Group meeting and the meeting of

the Standing Committee on Earth Observing Systems and Monitoring
Networks (SC-ON), Geneva, Switzerland, 28 April = 2 May 2025

Action required:  To notify the WMO Secretariat whether you will be able to attend the
meetings, at your earliest convenience, but not later than 15 March 2025

Dear Sir/Madam,

The World Meteorological Organization (WMQO) would like to first thank you for your
availability to serve on the Standing Committee on Earth Observing Systems and Monitoring
Networks (SC-ON) and as a member of the WIGOS Vision Update Group.

I am pleased to inform you that the SC-ON meeting and the WIGOS Vision Update
Group meeting will take place at WMO Headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland.

e The WIGOS Vision Update Group meeting will be held from 28 to 29 April 2025.
e The SC-ON meeting will follow from 30 April to 2 May 2025.

Additional details regarding the events can be found in the attached Concept Note
(Annex I).

I have the pleasure to invite you to participate in the events and would be grateful if
you could attend.

It is hoped that the cost of your participation will be borne by your organization. If,
however, it is not possible, WMO is prepared to consider, upon request and within available
resources, providing financial support which may consist of travel cost (most economic air fare
according to the most direct route) and/or per diem.

Regarding insurance coverage for non-staff members, may I draw your attention to the
following:

Non-staff members of WMO who are authorized to travel at the Organization's
expense and/or who are receiving a DSA from WMO must ensure they are fully
responsible for expenses incurred in the event of death, illness or injury during
official travel and attendance at meetings on behalf of the Organization. They are,
therefore, fully responsible for arranging life, health, and accident, as well as any
other forms of insurance with an adequate level of coverage for the duration of
such meetings and events.

To: Invited members of the Standing Committee on Earth Observing Systems and Monitoring Networks
and the WIGOS Vision update group (email contacts are in annex II)

cc: Permanent Representatives of Australia, Canada, Finland, Switzerland, and United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland with WMO and Dr Florence Rabier, Director-General of ECMWF
(florence.rabier@ecmwf.int)
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WMO liability is limited to the performance of services or attendance at a meeting
on behalf of the Organization, is covered by an injury and illness benefit insurance
which provides limited coverage for medical, emergency, and supplementary
official travel expenses.

For administrative purposes, I would appreciate it if you could kindly notify the WMO
Secretariat (Ms Jitsuko Hasegawa jhasegawa@wmo.int) at your earliest convenience, but not
later than 15 March 2025 of:

1) Your participation in the events
2) If WMO assistance in relation to funding is required.

I wish to thank you for your support to WMO activities.

Yours faithfully,
)& \.{’ % QA/\J

Mr Nir Stav
Director
Infrastructure Department


mailto:jhasegawa@wmo.int
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1068/2025/1/0NM, ANNEX 1

Concept Note

The meeting of the WIGOS Vision Update Group and the meeting of the Standing
Committee on Earth Observing Systems and Monitoring Networks (SC-ON)

WMO HQ, Geneva, Switzerland, 28 April - 2 May 2025

WMO will be organizing the Standing Committee on Earth Observing Systems and Monitoring
Networks (SC-ON) meeting, along with the WIGOS Vision Update Group meeting, at WMO HQ
in Geneva, Switzerland.

e The WIGOS Vision Update Group meeting will take place from 28 to 29 April 2025.
e The SC-ON meeting will follow from 30 April to 2 May 2025.

The events will be conducted face-to-face; however, remote access will be made available in
case any participant is not able to attend in person.

The main objective of the SC-ON meeting is to establish a workplan of the Standing
Committee, with expected deliverables to the 4th session of the Infrastructure Commission
(INFCOM-4) to carry out the mandated normative work for the establishment and evolution of
surface- and space-based observing networks, and necessary coordination among subgroups
and with other Standing Committees and Advisory Groups.

The main objective of the WIGOS Vision Update Group meeting is to develop the first-order
draft of the Vision for the WMO Integrated Global Observing System 2050, which aims at
describing the state of the global observing system, with space- and surface-based
components, in the 2050 timeframe, for the target audience of space agencies/operators,
national and international agencies in charge of in-situ, ground, ocean- and air-based
observing systems networks, private and public actors, in the business of designing and
deploying observing systems in general. The meeting will also discuss the strategy and plan for
the community engagement in developing and reviewing the draft Vision.

A provisional agenda of the SC-ON meeting will be posted on the following web-page:
https://community.wmo.int/en/meetings/sc-meeting-30-april-2-may.

A provisional agenda of the WIGOS Vision Update Group meeting will be posted on the
following web-page: https://community.wmo.int/en/meetings/wigos-vision-update-group-
physical-meeting-28-29-april.

A list of invited participants can be found in Annex II.

Should you need any assistance with visa requirements please contact
Ms Zoya Andreeva, zandreeva@wmo.int.


https://community.wmo.int/en/meetings/sc-meeting-30-april-2-may
https://community.wmo.int/en/meetings/wigos-vision-update-group-physical-meeting-28-29-april
https://community.wmo.int/en/meetings/wigos-vision-update-group-physical-meeting-28-29-april
mailto:zandreeva@wmo.int
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The meeting of the WIGOS Vision Update Group

1068/2025/1/0ONM, ANNEX I1

List of invited participants

WMO HQ, Geneva, Switzerland

28 - 29 April 2025

Member Role Authorized by Capacity Email

Ms Shannon SC-ON co-vice-chair, Shannon.Kaya@ec.gc.ca
KAYA Member Canada member of INFCOM MG

Dr Fiona Member of SC-ON, ET- fiona.smith@bom.gov.au
Isobel SMITH Member Australia SSU chair

Dr Anthony Tony.McNally@ecmwf.int
MCNALLY Member ECMWEF

List of invited participants

The first meeting of the Standing Committee on Earth Observing Systems and
Monitoring Networks (SC-ON)
WMO HQ, Geneva, Switzerland

30 April - 2 May 2025

Member Role Authorized by Capacity Email
Ms Estelle GRUETER | Chair Switzerland SC-ON chair Estelle.Grueter@meteoswi
ss.ch
Ms Shannon KAYA Co-vice- | Canada SC-ON co-vice-chair Shannon.Kaya@ec.gc.ca
chair
Dr Erik ANDERSSON | Member | ECMWF ET-EOSDE chair, erik.andersson@ecmwf.int
TT-EarthHydroNet
co-chair
Dr Fiona Isobel Member | Australia ET-SSU chair fiona.smith@bom.gov.au
SMITH
Dr Kirsti Marjatta Member | Finland ET-SWx chair Kirsti.Kauristie@fmi.fi
KAURISTIE
Mr Tom BUTCHER Member | United Kingdom ET-SON co-chair tom.butcher@metoffice.g

of Great Britain
and Northern
Ireland

ov.uk
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